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What price the Church?  
 

The recent wave of objections to the housing development by the cemetery have 

got me thinking, ñWhat makes a village?ò  It is as question worth asking and 

answering.  What are the essential elements that make a village a village as 

opposed to a sprawling suburbia? And what are the amenities that are desirable to 

make a village a village as opposed to just a residential settlement?  I am not even 

going to start to try and answer those questions here, it is just too large a subject 

for these pages.  Though suffice to say my views may well differ from those 

leading the objections to the development in Skernieland Road! 
 

It was while given some consideration to the questions that I also asked ñWhat 

price the Church?ò Or perhaps more accurately, ñWhat value does the community 

of Fenwick put on the Church in its midst?ò And then again in the terms of this 

article, ñWhat value do you put on the Church?ò 
 

The Church of Scotland nationally is going through some difficult times. 

Congregations are declining and the Church can no longer afford the number of 

ministers it supports.  So the numbers are being cut and this area will feel the 

wind of readjustment as will the rest of the nation.  The local Presbytery is tasked 

with coming up with a plan for the congregations in its area to allow for a reduced 

number of ministers. It is highly likely that within that plan Fenwick will have to 

share a minster with one or more other congregations.  In my own mind that is not 

the ideal situation, but we do not live in ideal times.  Readjustment may not be the 

evil we perceive it to be.  Linkages and Unions do work and work well.  
 

 I am also fairly certain the building of the Church is safe for the time being as a 

place of regular worship.  On the other hand re-adjustment could be the thin end 

of the wedge which simply masks the continuing decline.  If that is the case how 

long will the historic church building in the centre of this village stay open? 
 

So what value do you place on the Church?  Apart from a regular pattern of 

worship, the Church is there for Baptisms, Thanksgivings, Weddings, Funerals, 

School services and more recently concerts.  The Church was an excellent venue 

for the recent Fenwick Cooperative Celebrations.  The Church showed up well on 

TV news reports and in the local newspaper.   
 

So would you miss it if it wasnôt there? Would you miss it if the doors were 

closed and the windows were boarded up. Would you miss it if instead of a cosy 

church with its whitewashed walls there was a ruin of a building with its roof 

caved in and shrubs growing out of its walls?  Would a ruin in a graveyard be 

enough to remind us of what once was? 
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If I was to conduct a straw poll of folk around the village and ask them, ñWhy 

donôt you come to church?ò,  there answers would fall into five broad categories.  

1) I am not religious/donôt believe in God so have no interest in attending Church 

2) Life is too busy, Sunday mornings are taken up withé.. (fill in the blank) 3) 

Church is boring and irrelevant 4) I believe in God but donôt need to go to church 

to prove it 5) Church is for old people. 
 

To answer each in detail would take up too much room here, but this I can say. 

Folk from all of the above categories have come to worship to see me about a 

wedding or other event and have been pleasantly surprised. So I would say this é 

If in any way you value the Church at the centre of the village and have any 

interest whatsoever about it remaining a viable congregation then drop in and join 

us.  Come and support the congregation here with your presence.  You too might 

be pleasantly surprised. 
 

And while I think about it enjoy the spring weather, the fresh bloom of daffodils, 

your chocolate eggs but remember too that Christ died for you.  Easter, His death 

on the cross, His rising to new life, Christ did it for you.  Out of love he did it for 

you. 

 

Geoff Redmayne  
 

 

Fenwick Church Fete 

 

The Fete takes place on Friday 3
rd
 June. The organising committee is busy 

making arrangements to ensure that everyone has a fun-filled evening (and 

that we make lots of money!) 

As usual there will be a Bric-a-Brac Stall. Have you been spring cleaning 

lately? Do you have items suitable for the Stall? We would like donations 

of (table-top) goods for the stall. No electrical goods please.  

Please note that any unsuitable items will be discarded. 

For further information, phone Jim Shanks (01560 600202) 

 

We are also looking for volunteers to man the stalls and/or help with 

selling programmes and to help with setting up and clearing up afterwards. 

If you can spare an hour or so, please contact Martha Speirs (01563 

524466) 
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ALLAN ELECTRICAL SE RVICES  

(NEWMILNS) LIMITED  

INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC  

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING  

1A HIGH STREET, NEWMILNS KA16 9EE  

(WORKSHOP AND OFFICE ) 

Telephone 01560 322161 
Fax : 01560 323178                                 

Mobile:  

07971432088 or 07762765609 
 
email: allan9946@aol.com     
  

GORDONôS              General store 
      96 Main Road, Fenwick            Tel:01560 600418 

             For All Daily Newspapers and General Groceries 

                               PLUS  +  PLUS  +  PLUS 

GORDONôS EXTRA SPECIAL ï FRESHLY MADE        

        FILLED ROLLS         
                             BUY THEM ï TRY THEM ï THEYôRE GREAT 
 

       ONCE TASTED YOUôLL BE SINGING  THEIR  PRAISESé 
          éIF ITôS NO A GORDONôS ITôS NO GOOD FOR ME 

IF  YOU WISH,  CALL  US ï THE  ROLLS  WILL  BE READY  WHEN  YOU WANT  THEM  

 

OPENING HOURS---- MON-WED   7AM -1.30PM 

              THURSDAY  7AM -1.30PM---2.30PM-4.30PM 

              FRIDAY          7AM -1.30P  

           SATURDAY  7AM -12NOON  
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Holy Week Events 
 

Palm Sunday 

There will be a service of Praise in Church (usual time) run by the Junior Church 

and some Elders. This will be designed to capture the Joy and Anticipation of that 

day. We need a really good turnout to stimulate the Praise. 

 

Holy Week Reflections. 

On Monday 18th, Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th evenings at 7.30pm for 

about half an hour (20 to 40 minutes) there will be a chance to reflect on the 

Season capturing the Joy and the Anticipation and also the Fear and the Total 

Apathy. Since the Last Supper was in the Upper room, that is where I intend to 

hold these (Upper Room, Church Hall, Fenwick) but we will flex the location if 

the numbers are too many or a mobility problem arises. If you would like to 

attend and cannot make it to that Room for mobility reasons please tell me 

(600390) as soon as you can. Do come along even if Total Apathy is what rings 

your bell or can you not be bothered? 

 

Maundy Thursday. 

Geoff will be writing elsewhere in the magazine about this service. 

 

Good Friday. 
There will be an outdoor Service at Lochgoin at 10am. The intention is to reach 

out for a:-Feel for the Cross on a Hill. 

 It will comprise the usual ingredients and will last about half an hour. Transport 

arrangements will be on offer both for those who need a lift and because we want 

to take as few cars as we can so as to minimise inconvenience. Please call Irene 

Couper on 01560-600520 no later than 21/4 to say (a) if you're coming and (b) if 

you need a lift. On the day, you'll need to be at the Church Hall car park ready to 

leave at 9.30.  

 

Easter Day  
Again Geoff will be writing elsewhere in the magazine about services on this 

date. 

 
John Macmillan 
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NORTH GLASSOCK    

BOARDING KENNELS AND CATTERY  
 

BY FENWICK KA3 6ER ï TELEPHONE 01560 600246 

(just off theA77 on the road to Waterside) 

 

GEORGE LESLIE, B.V.M.S, M.R.C.V.S. 
NANCY LESLIE 
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Fenwick Bowling Club 
 

The club held their March whists recently.  At the afternoon one, ladies president, 

Jean Caldwell, was cardmaster.  She presented the prizes to the winners, who 

were - pink cards 1st Jessie Chestnutt;  2nd Jean Currie;  consolation  Morag 

McPhun.  White cards 1st Rosemary Hope;  2nd Carole McEwan;  consolation H 

Morton.   

Jim Steele took charge of the evening whist and his wife Ann, who had a special 

birthday that day, presented the prizes and drew the raffle.  Winners were - ladies 

1st Margaret Fulton;  2nd Jean Morton;  3rd Clara McLardy;  consolation Elsie 

Notman. Gents 1st Margaret Shanks;  2nd Margaret McWhirter;  3rd Marilyn 

Morton; consolation John Douglas. 

The gents opening day for the new season is Saturday, 23
rd
 April at 3pm and the 

ladies Wednesday, 27
th
 April at 2pm.   

Subscriptions for both will be taken on Wednesday, 20
th
 April ï ladies from 2ï

3pm and gents from 7ï8.30pm.   

Anyone wishing to join should contact any bowling member for information, or 

come along on either of the above dates.  New members will be made very 

welcome. 

 

Prayer Chain 
 

Fenwick Parish Church is blessed with a wide circle of people who show great 

commitment in praying for others. 

Through sharing in the experiences of others, and through personal experience, I 

know the importance of the power of prayer, and the blessings received in 

knowing that someone is praying for you.  

There are people in our Congregation, Community and families who find 

themselves in need of prayer and do not know who, or how, to ask others to pray 

for them. It is with this in mind that we hope to start a weekly Prayer Chain, 

which will be open to everyone. 

If you know someone in need of prayer, would like to be part of the Prayer Chain, 

or would simply like to find out more, please speak to Shona Crosbie, contact her 

on 01560 322229, or by e-mail - fawltytowersdarvel@yahoo.co.uk 

 

An Invitation from the Wednesday Morning Badminton Club 
 

We are looking for new members to join our friendly group of badminton players. 

We meet in the Church Hall on Wednesday mornings from 10.00am until 12noon. 

For more information call Linda on 600400. 
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MIRAGE HAIR SALON 
93A Main Road Fenwick 

                                      Telephone: 01560 600888 
           PRICE LIST     FULL   OAP 

 Blow Dry/Set    £14.00                 £12.00  

 Cut and Blow Dry    £22.00  £19.00 

 or Cut S/Set          (long hair extra) £19.00 

 Highlights (Cap)    £35.00  £30.00 

 Foils (from)               £40.00  £35.00 

 Foils ï 2 colours    £45.00  £38.00 

 Tint      £39.00  £34.00 

 Regrowth    £35.00  £30.00 

 Semi Permanent colour   £30.00  £26.00   

                                 Perm    £36.00  £31.00 

   Dry Trim     £8.00                       £7.00 

   Shampoo Trim    £9.50                       £8.50    

   Children - Dry Cut    £7.00            

   Gents ï Dry Cut     £7.00   

                  

                 CLOSED   Monday 

                    OPEN     Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday ï 9.30am to 5.30pm 

                                                   Thursday 9.30am to 7pm 

                                                   Saturday 9am to 2pm 
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Community Council Meeting 
A well attended meeting of Fenwick Community Council was held on Wednesday 

9 March in the Fulton Hall. Constable Mark Fraser from Galston informed the 

meeting that the only crime during the previous month was the theft of a quad 

bike. A complaint was made to the officer regarding litter being thrown from 

vehicles onto the roadway at the roundabout at the end of the motorway slip road 

at the south end of the village and this will be dealt with.  

Councillor Young stated that the grit bin will be moved from outside the hall to 

the junction of Main Road and Stewarton Road following complaints. She also 

said that an approach will be made to install a bus stop and shelter on the A77 

northbound for passengers waiting for the X77 bus. She was also asked to contact 

the Roads Department to have the recently installed sign for the cemetery moved 

from the cemetery to the Main Road where it should have been in the first place. 

Dog fouling is still an issue in Main Road and Kirkton Road and the the dog 

warden was requested to return. 

The area around the roundabout at the flyover in Stewarton Road is at long last 

being reduced to 30mph. 

The controversial plans for houses at the top of Skernieland Road by Mansell 

Homes have been submitted to East Ayrshire Council and the Community 

Council will have a further meeting with the builders in the near future. Another 

concern regarding this development is that some of the proposed houses are too 

near the sports field and cricket and footballs are frequently knocked into the 

adjoining field where the houses are to be built, to the obvious danger of 

householders. The sub-committee set up to challenge this development will report 

to the Community Council in due course. 

The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 13 April at 7.30 pm at the usual 

venue. 

Fulton Club 
The Fulton Club has its closing session on Wednesday 23

rd
 March with 

entertainment from the Salvation Army Singers. We have had a varied 

programme this year, and despite falling numbers we are determined to keep the 

club going, as it provides a welcome drop-in point for the over-60ôs in the village.  

One of our most popular events is the Bowling and Dominoes competition. 

This yearôs winners are: 

Dominoes ï Winner Margaret Wallace; Runner-up May Addison 

Bowling Singles ï Winner Mary Speirs; Runner-up Nan Tivendale 

Bowling Pairs ï Winners Bess Kean and Dorothy Baillie; Runners-up Effie 

Walker and Irene Couper. 

The Club starts up again in September and we would be very happy to welcome 

new members. 
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                DRIVES-REVIVED! 
Also Block paving, slabs, patios, decking!  

High pressure rotary washed. Weeds and 

slippery moss removed. Drives re -sanded and 

sealed (optional). Slippery algae on decking 

removed and then treated. Quicker and more 

effective than ordinary pressure washing.  

Contact: Pat Douglas  
01560 485235        Mo b: 07702 091398  
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Services & Events May 2010 

 

 

April  

   Sun 03/04/11 10.30am Mothering Sunday: a service by mothers for mothers 

Sun 10/04/11 10.30am In the light of Easter: Service 

 Sun 17/04/11 *10.30am Palm Sunday: Service of Praise 

 

 

18/04-22/04/11 

Holy Week Services see 

separate intimation 

 

Sun 24/04/11 *10.30am 

Easter Sunday Celebration of 

Holy Communion 

 

  

7:00pm 

Evening Celebration of Holy 

Communion 

 

Mon 25/04/11 2:00pm 

Afternoon Celebration of Holy 

Communion 

 

 
May 

   

   
The I AM Sayings 

 Sun 01/05/11 10.30am I AM WHO I AM  Exodus 3:14 

Notes: 

1) Children of all ages are catered for each Sunday whether by learning zones, 

holiday fun club, creche, Junior church, YCam or Worship for All services. 

2) Junior church  (playgroup to P7) and YCam meet each week joining with the 

whole Church family for the first part of the service before going to their own 

learning zones or activity. YCam leave at a later point in the service. 

3) Services marked * Worship for All  is an opportunity for the whole family of the 

Church (Junior, Youth and Adult Churches) to worship and learn together. 

4) The quoted scriptures are the Bible base for the week, readers should contact the 

Minister to obtain their readings for the week. 

 

 

Parish Register March 2011 

Wedding 

 

12
th
 March Julie McKinlay & Alistair Menzies, Dunlop Street, Fenwick 

Funerals 

 

8
th
 March David Baird, Monkland Farm Cottage 

9
th
 March   Alice Alexander, South Beach Nursing Home, Adrossan 

(formerly Fenwick) 

28
th
 March Andrew Moir, Cunninghame Drive, Kilmarnock 
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Kings Arms 
Village Pub & Restaurant 

89 Main Road Fenwick KA3 6DX 

Tel: 01560 600276 
 

New value menu available 
Monday to Thursday 12noon-3.00pm and 5.00pm- 9.00pm 

Friday and Saturday 12noon-9.00pm 

Sunday 12.30pm-8.30pm 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

THE KINGS ARMS PRESENTS  

Ayrshireôs premier search for a Karaoke star 

THE F ENWICK FACTOR  

Grand prize £500  

2 nd  £250 3 rd  £100  

HAVE YOU GOT WHAT IT TAKES 

A 3
rd
 heat to be run and the Final on 29

th
 May 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Charity Day on Sunday 5
th

 June 
Jill and 2 staff (Ashleigh and Gillian) will be running in the Race for Life and then 

coming back to the Kings Arms for a free buffet and raffles and face painting. 

We would like everyone to come and help us raise money for Breast Cancer and 

 Childhood Leukemia 

Entertainment Every Saturday Evening 
We look forward to welcoming both old and new customers 

Watch out for coming events for all the family 

We are now taking bookings for Mothers Day 

4 course meal £17.95 Sunday 3
rd
 April  
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Fenwick Church Garden Club 
The March meeting, on Thursday 17

th
 March, was the Spring Bulb Show. There was a 

very interesting and informative talk on the restoration of the Kibble Palace at the 

Glasgow Botanic Gardens, given by Mr. Paul Matthews who is a curator at the Gardens. 

Mr. Matthews then very ably judged the competitions. The results were: 

7 Narcissi ï 1
st
 Daphne McCaffer; 2

nd
 Mary Speirs 

5 Crocus ï 1
st
 & 2

nd
 Mary Speirs; 3

rd
 Anne Borthwick 

3 Hyacinths ï 1
st
 Anne Borthwick; 2

nd
 Daphne McCaffer; 3

rd
 Mary Speirs 

Pot of Bulbs ï 1
st
, 2

nd
 & 3

rd
 Anne Borthwick 

The Overall Winner was Anne Borthwick, Runner-up Mary Speirs. 

The next meeting is a week later than usual (because of Easter) on Thursday 28
th
 April. 

There will be a talk on Selection and Care of Roses by Mr. John West. 

The competition is for a Vase of Spring Flowers 

 

Good Friday Witness: 
 what a chance to make a spectacle of yourself in |Jesusô Name 

Arran Churches together really do that on Good Friday. They gather in the Holy Cross RC 

church in Brodick at 2pm and then walk, following a Cross, along a main road on the 

front to the C of S Church in Brodick. This might easily involve 100 people or more. 

Everyone is welcome as long as they have the bottle. 

Anyone fancy it? It can be easily done by getting the 12.30 ferry from Ardrossan after our 

own Good Friday event ( mentioned elsewhere in the magazine) and the 4.40 or 7.20 ferry 

back. Let me know if you do and if youôd like a lift to Ardrossan. Itôs a really remarkable 

event. 

The only cost is the ferry fare which is £8 or £9  

John Macmillan  

Fenwick Community Association 
Gala Day ï Gala Day will be held on Saturday, 11th June.  Preparations are well 

underway.  The theme for this yearôs Gala is, The Fenwick Weaversô Co-operative 250th 

Anniversary.  The committee have been busy planning an exciting programme for Gala 

Day and Gala Week.  The ever popular Gala Dance will be held on Saturday, 18th June, 

donôt forget to put that date in your diary. 

 

Organising the Gala is a huge undertaking.  We need a great deal of help:  setting up the 

field in the morning, dismantling marques and clearing the field at the end of the day:  

Help manning the stalls on the day. Many hands make light work. So please offer some 

help, no matter how little time you can spare it will help! Please contact Isobel on 01560 

601199. 

If you would like to be a sponsor or donate raffle prizes please contact Leona on 

07901713418. 

If you would like to book a stall please contact Louise on 07886844600 or 

email:lljmclaughlan@hotmail.co.uk  
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Fenwick Primary School 
Composite Classes 

As you will realise composite classes have been a feature of school life within 

Fenwick Primary School for the last several years, in common with the 

predominance of primary schools both locally and nationally.  I am currently 

putting together a number of options for class setting in session 2011 ï 12. These 

will be forwarded to the affected classes with the opportunity for you the 

parent/guardian to respond to them.   

Spring Holidays 

The school will close for the Spring Holidays on Friday 1
st
 April at 2.30pm and re 

ï open for pupils on Tuesday 19
th
 April. School will be closed on Friday 22

nd
 

April and Monday 25
th
 April for the Easter Break. The school will also be closed 

on Friday 29
th
 April to celebrate the Royal Wedding and on Monday 2

nd
 May as 

part of the May Day Holidays. 

Contacting the School  

 
Should you wish to contact the school on any matter please use one of the 

following options: 

Tel: 01560 600403 

E-mail: jim.campbell2@east-ayrshire.gov.uk 

 

FENWICK CHURCH GUILD  
 

The AGM of the Guild was held on Tuesday 22
nd

 March. 

  

Janette McAllion and Victoria Wadsworth gave a very entertaining talk on their 

trip to Sri Lanka with lots of photographs and much laughter. Over 30 people 

were present including several who had been on the trip and many happy 

memories were brought back. 

On the business side of the meeting Babs Aitkinôs resignation as secretary was 

accepted with regret and it is hoped she will help the others on the committee with 

her experience.  

The subscription for the Guild to be paid to The Church of Scotland has risen to 

£8 however Fenwick will continue to be £1 less at £7. The charge for visitors 

coming on a single night will remain at £2. 
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JAMES WILSON & CO 
 

AGRICULTURAL TRACTORS & MACHINERY 

 FOR SALE OR HIRE 

 

BERRYHILL, MOSCOW, GALSTON 

 

 

TEL: 01560 700273 FAX: 01560 700625 

 

MOBILE: 07836747879 
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