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Convener/ Advertising: Bill McNab, Avrilea, Kingsford, Stewarton. KA3 
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first Sunday of the publication month. 
The Covenanter can now be found on the internet at www.covenanter.co.uk  
Fenwick Parish Church (Church of Scotland) Registered Scottish Charity No SC010062 

 

The Advertisers, contributors and staff of the Covenanter wish 

all our readers a very merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
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hƴŜ ŜȅŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΧ 
In the last month I have attended a couple of meetings on the future and shape of the 

Church of Scotland.  One was organised at National Level and communicated the broad 

brush strokes of the 20:20 vision agreed by last yearôs General Assembly. The other was 

hosted locally and largely dealt with how that vision impacts on the local Presbytery 

planning process.  

20:20 sets out a vision for the future of the Church of Scotland within a society which is 

growing increasingly secular. It tackles the Churchôs role in coming alongside the poverty 

stricken in our society, sets out targets for a leaner meaner ministry (one the church can 

afford), talks about the reorganisation of the Presbytery network (local area groupings) 

and sets the starting points for a comprehensive training review of ministries.  At local 

level the Presbytery has to plan for 22 full time (or equivalent) ministries across its area 

(Irvine, Kilmarnock and the Irvine Valley). That might sound all well and good but the 

current plan allows for 27 ministries and there are a couple of posts that are effectively 

outside of that plan making a total of 29.  Within its planning then Presbytery has to lose 

five ministers from within its current plan as well as resolving those posts that are outside 

of the plan. 

The drive to reduce ministries is essentially finance driven. The central church simply 

cannot continue to afford the number of full time paid ministries it currently supports. If 

nothing is done by 2014 then the Ministries Council will go bust!  Locally we are talking 

of pruning for growth and we are being encouraged to think creatively. Essentially across 

the Presbytery area churches will amalgamate, link or close and in that process there may 

be the opportunity for new forms of ministry, perhaps more relevant to the modern age to 

arise.  One local example that has already happened would be the Howard Centre in 

Kilmarnock. The congregations of Howard St Andrews and St Marnockôs united to form 

one church, the surplus building is in the process of being developed into a space where 

church can be done differently whether for youth, children, the lost and broken or 

whoever.   

This is a process that we have to go through there is no choice. Yes there may well be 

opportunities within in it if we as a Presbytery and as congregations are prepared to grasp 

the nettle. That said I have my concerns. The first is that this is a top down led process 

decided by the Ministries Council and approved by General Assembly and farmed out to 

Presbyteries to implement. Something had to be done, yes, but there was no option for the 

congregations of the church to respond before decisions were taken.  Apparently if every 

member of the Church of Scotland gave just the cost of a fish supper into the central 

coffers the deficit for this year would be wiped out.  The second is this, the Kirk is a slow 

beast to change, to reduce ministries while also looking for creative opportunities to 

develop will take a sea change in the thought process of the average congregation. I am 

not convinced that the folk of the church are ready for that change.   I actually fear for the 

future of the Church of Scotland and I fear for the future of our church here in Fenwick. 

What might it mean locally?  I am fairly well convinced that as long as there is a body of 

folk willing to worship in the Church in Fenwick that there will be a congregation meeting 

in Fenwick Parish Church, though, I have to add that I am not in the position to make that 

a promise.   That congregation, however, will have to get used to the idea of not having 

the luxury of a minister they can call their own.  In my view the congregation of Fenwick 

is likely to be linked or amalgamated (union) with one or more other congregations. 



Depending on the needs of the linked parishes that ñchargeò could be ministered to by one 

or more ministers or a minister and ancillary workers (eg a youth worker or families 

worker).  That in itself may not be a bad thing. Linkages are not my favoured model of 

church but they do work and can work very well. Where they do it is because people work 

together with a determination to make it work.  I am not sure if we are ready for that. 

So what do we do?  This next year is likely to be a year of reflection and assessment. 

Where are we as a Church? What do we do as a Church? What is the place of the Church 

in the community?  Who participates and who doesnôt? How does the Church reflect the 

community around it? What are the opportunities for mission?  What opportunities are 

being taken up? Are some of the questions we might be asked and also to ask of ourselves.  

I believe as I have always believed that the best outcome for Fenwick will be achieved if 

we enter that process from a position of strength. For strength read participation.  As a 

Church we are not just about Sunday morning worship there is a lot more than that which 

goes on.  That said Sundays is where the public face of the Church is and perhaps where 

we are easiest to access. 

As I sit here writing this I do not what your position is regarding the church and the 

Christian faith.  I know a cross section of people read this magazine as they do these front 

pages.  You may be one of our members, attending regularly and actively supporting the 

Church with both your time and giving ï thank you because of you this congregation does 

have a future.  You may be one of our members that choose to stay away for any number 

of a variety of reasons, some good and reasonable others not so good and less than 

reasonable ï I ask you to reconsider your position or to rework your time commitments or 

whatever it is that prevents your participation, without you your church is poorer place.  

You may have had involvement with the Christian faith in the past but have dropped away 

when you moved or changed jobs or whatever ï why not try reconnecting ï we donôt bite, 

honest!  You may be simply curious, interested in some spiritual dimension but not sure if 

the Christian faith has anything to offer- all I can say is try us and see, we are not as stuffy 

as you might think!  You might be indifferent or even hostile to the church or to anything 

remotely Christian ï in which case there is probably nothing I can say in these pages to 

make you change your mind and I apologise for boring you with these words, but may 

God bless you richly anyway. 

One final thought. The thoughts behind this article were originally just going to go on my 

blog. I then thought about an open letter to the membership of the Church. As I thought 

about that I realised Fenwick Parish Church is the Church for the community of Fenwick 

and beyond. Hence Iôve given over these pages so you can all consider what part you may 

play in building the Church from strength from strength, if that is what you would like to 

see it do. 

I normally bring you a Christmas or Advent message at this time of year, something to do 

with focusing on Christ in the middle of a busy season of parties and shopping. Well here 

it is the Christ Child waits for you. There is perhaps no better season to begin exploring 

your place in the Fatherôs heart. 

 

Every Blessing for the Season 

 

Geoff Redmayne  
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ALLAN ELECTRICAL SE RVICES  

(NEWMILNS) LIMITED  

INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC  

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING  

1A HIGH STREET, NEWMILNS KA16 9EE  

(WORKSHOP AND OFFICE ) 

Telephone 01560 322161 
Fax : 01560 323178                                 

Mobile:  

07971432088 or 07762765609 
 
email: allan9946@aol.com 
 

     GORDONôS              General store 
      96 Main Road, Fenwick            Tel:01560 600418 

             For All Daily Newspapers and General Groceries 

                               PLUS  +  PLUS  +  PLUS 

GORDONôS EXTRA SPECIAL ï FRESHLY MADE        

        FILLED ROLLS         
                             BUY THEM ï TRY THEM ï THEYôRE GREAT 
 

       ONCE TASTED YOUôLL BE SINGING  THEIR  PRAISESé 
          éIF ITôS NO A GORDONôS ITôS NO GOOD FOR ME 

IF  YOU WISH,  CALL  US ï THE  ROLLS  WILL  BE READY  WHEN  YOU WANT  THEM  

 

OPENING HOURS---- MON-WED   7AM -1.30PM 

              THURSDAY  7AM -1.30PM---2.30PM-4.30PM 

              FRIDAY          7AM -1.30PM 

              SATURDAY  7AM -12NOON  
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          CHRISTMAS IS COMING 
 

Fenwick Church Guild has been busy over recent weeks preparing for 

Christmas ï First there is the Silent Auction on Friday 3 December at 7pm 

ï Tickets are £1 which includes coffee. There are various attractions. 

On Tuesday 21 December there is a Membersô Christmas Night, also at 

7pm. Dinner, Quiz, Games, Carols etc. Please bring a (wrapped) gift value 

£2 for the Lucky Dip. 

Prior to this there will be a short Advent service in the church hall at 

6.50pm. Everyone will be welcome. It is hoped that some of the Guild 

ladies will come a little bit early and join in. 

On Tuesday 25 January there will be an evening with a Burnsô theme. 

.Janie Riddick will speak of the work of Ayrshire Cancer Support ï 

followed by Scottish Fare. 

 

Victoria Wadsworth  would like to thank all who supported her by 

buying bracelets. Victoria is raising money so that she can go on  

 

 
Whose aims are to share with thousands of children around the World the 

pleasure and value that books can bring and to plant the seeds of a life-long 

love of reading. 

The Book Bus currently provides a mobile library service for children in 

Zambia and Ecuador by touring schools, hospitals and orphanages to 

promote reading and storytelling to children who would otherwise have 

little or no access to books 

The Bus is staffed by up to 8 UK volunteers at any one time who pay to 

cover their costs. Volunteers camp at night under the African stars. 

Zambia is chosen because most donated books are in English and in 

Zambia English is understood by a large percentage 

of the population. Most aged 10 or over can read and 

write in English. 
 

Bracelets for Books are £5.00 each ï orders are welcome 
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NORTH GLASSOCK    

BOARDING KENNELS AND CATTERY  
 

BY FENWICK KA3 6ER ï TELEPHONE 01560 600246 

(just off theA77 on the road to Waterside) 

 

GEORGE LESLIE, B.V.M.S, M.R.C.V.S. 
NANCY LESLIE 
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      Board business. 
The Board in October received reports about finance and fabric both of which are 

in reasonably good shape. 

We also and mainly discussed a possible Hall development guided by an architect 

from Ayr, which project has been delegated to a sub committee to consider all 

aspects of this. There will be reports to the board in February and to the Annual 

Meeting in March. 
 

Advent series. 
The now established Tuesday Advent series of short reflective services will run 

again in 2010 starting on St Andrews Day. 

30/11 at 6.50pm in the Church, keyboard led. This will have a real traditional 

Scottish feel for St Andrews night and will precede the Guild Meeting. 

7/12 at 7pm in Church, guitar led. This will have an early Advent theme with 

some focus on the Father. 

15/12 (yes Wednesday, not Tuesday) at 6.45pm in the Small Hall before the KS 

and CB meetings. Probably guitar led. This will focus on the gift of the Child. 

21/12 at 6.50pm in the Hall, piano led. This will have a preparation for Christmas 

feel with a glimpse to Easter and will precede the Guild Christmas Dinner. 

All 4 services are designed to help the preparation for Christmas and to help you 

find 30 minutes of peace in the bustle of each busy week. 

All depend on your participation as we need numbers to make our presence work 

for Worship. 
John Macmillan 

 

 

  450
th

 ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFOMATION  

 

INVITATION TO PRESBYTERY OF IRVINE AND KILMARNOCK  

 
At the ordinary meeting on Tuesday 7 December, Presbytery will receive an 

address from Mr Harry Reid to mark the 450th Anniversary of the Reformation. 

Mr Reid is the author of Reformation which is a highly commended analysis of 

this historical milestone. 
 

It is intended that Mr Reid should give his address, beginning at 7.30pm and that 

thereafter, there should be a time for questions and discussion from the floor, 

finishing by 8.30pm. Because of the importance of The Reformation for our 

understanding of the Kirk members of congregations and their friends are warmly 

invited to attend. 
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Fenwick Primary School 
Halloweôen  

The Halloweôen Parade was once again a wonderful sight to behold. A big óThank You to 

all parents who attended and to those who put so much effort into the costumes.ò The 

raffle raised £204.12 and the winners were Jack Reid, Guy Wareham and Zara Loudon. 

Safety First 

Now that winter approaches, Primary 1 children have been given hi-viz jackets to wear 

when coming to school. This safety initiative was very well received last year and we are 

happy to support it once more. The jackets can be worn until the return date at the end of 

March. 

 With shorter and darker days, it is important for parents to remember to park as far away 

from the school gates as possible to allow safe entry and exit for pedestrians. Please be 

vigilant when opening car doors too. 

Please remember also that dogs are not permitted inside the playground areas for health 

and safety reasons. 

Christmas Fayre 

This will be held on Friday 10
th
 December from 6.30-8.30pm. The Parent Council is 

collecting non perishable items for the Christmas hamper draw which will take place at 

the Fayre. Items can be handed in at the school office. Thank you. 

Eco Committee 

The Eco Committee, under the guidance of Mrs Ballantyne, has been making progress to 

Green Flag status. From the Tesco tokens collected last year, we have bird boxes to build 

and butterfly stations for the springtime. P3 is collecting plastic carrier bags and old 

batteries. Primary 4/5 recently planted lots of bulbs to improve the school grounds. 

Money Week 

Our money week has just finished and all classes developed their financial skills. 

Activities included budgeting for birthday parties, making piggy banks, money boxes, 

learning about money sayings, Christmas lists and even a Dragonsô Den challenge! 

Children in Need 

The óDress as you Pleaseô day on Friday 19
th
 November was very successful, raising 

£243.33 for Pudsey. At assembly we sang the song written by Loudoun Academy pupils, 

some of them former pupils (Emma Dobson, Rachel Dore and Karen Harkness). 

 Fiona Cuthbertson sold cakes on the day too. Well done and thank you to all who helped. 

 

Future Event   

6
th
 Dec Pantomime workshop visits P1 

10
th
 Dec Christmas Fayre 6.30-8.30pm 

15
th
 Dec Christmas lunch in school 

16
th
 Dec P6 and P7 party 

17
th
 Dec Pantomime ï Dick Whittington, Palace Theatre  

20
th
 Dec P3, 3 /4 and 4/ 5 party 

21
st
 Dec P1 and P2 party 

22
nd

 Dec Nativity service in church 10.30am 
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Fenwick Community Associationôs Burns Supper 

 Saturday, January 29th 2011 

 
Well folks itôs that time again. 

Fenwick Community Associationôs Burns Supper  

Will be held on Saturday, January 29th at 7.00pm  

In the John Fulton Memorial Hall tickets priced at £15. 

We have a very exciting programme organised for this hugely popular 

evening.  So get in early and purchase your tickets ASAP!! 

Tickets will be available from Friday, 19th November. 

TICKETS ON SALE FROM 19TH NOVEMBER!! 

THE TICKETS ARE SELLING VERY QUICKLY HURRY TO AVOID 

DISSAPOINTMENT! 

For any further information and tickets please phone Leona  

On 07901713418 or Sheila 01560 600097 

 

CHRISTMAS FAYR E 

 

Hallhouse Care Home in  Fenwick are having a  Christmas Fayre on 

Sunday, December 5 from 2-4pm, tickets adult £1.50 -  price includes 

tea/coffee mince pie, child £1.00 includes juice crisps and a gift from 

Santa.  There will be all the usual stalls Bottle Stall, Home baking, Raffle, 

Craft Stall, Santa's Grotto etc. All proceeds to Hallhouse Care Home 

Residentsô Social Committee SCO 37355  

 

GUIDE DOGS TREASURE HUNT 

 
A few months ago, some of you very kindly donated unwanted jewellery, keys, 

coins etc. for the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association. The goods we donated 

raised the sum of £108.15 for Guide Dogs. Thanks to everyone who contributed. 
Irene Couper 
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MIRAGE HAIR SALON 
93A Main Road Fenwick 

                                      Telephone: 01560 600888 
           PRICE LIST     FULL   OAP 

 Blow Dry/Set    £14.00                 £12.00  

 Cut and Blow Dry    £22.00  £19.00 

 or Cut S/Set          (long hair extra) £19.00 

 Highlights (Cap)    £35.00  £30.00 

 Foils (from)               £40.00  £35.00 

 Foils ï 2 colours    £45.00  £38.00 

 Tint      £39.00  £34.00 

 Regrowth    £35.00  £30.00 

 Semi Permanent colour   £30.00  £26.00   

                                 Perm    £36.00  £31.00 

   Dry Tr im    £8.00                       £7.00 

   Shampoo Trim    £9.50                       £8.50    

   Children - Dry Cut    £7.00            

   Gents ï Dry Cut     £7.00   

                  

                 CLOSED   Monday 

                    OPEN     Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday ï 9.30am to 5.30pm 

                                                   Thursday 9.30am to 7pm 

                                                   Saturday 9am to 2pm 
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