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CHURCH SERVICES ï SUNDAYS 10.30am 

JUNIOR CHURCH and Ycam ï 10.30am 
 

MINISTER: Rev Geoff Redmayne BSc. B.D., M.Phil, the Manse, 

 2 Kirkton Place, Fenwick   KA3 6DW  Telephone 01560 600217 

 E-mail : gredmayne@btinternet.com  

Session Clerk: Mrs Nora Shanks, Glenleitch Farm, Fenwick Telephone: 

01560 600202 

Gift Aid/Freewill Offerings:  Mr A.Crosbie Telephone: 01560 322229 
 4 Campbell Street, Darvel, KA17 0DA Email:fawltytowersdarvel@yahoo.co.uk 
Church Treasurer:  Ruth Ford, Arisaig, 5 Portree Avenue, Kilmarnock.  

Telephone: 01563 551928. Email ruthhford@msn.com 

Chairman of the Board: Mr John Macmillan, 118 Maunsheugh Rd 

Fenwick Telephone: 01560 600390 

Clerk to the Board: Irene Couper,6 Raith Road,Fenwick KA3 6DQ 

Tel. 01560600520 Email: irenecouper@btinternet.com 

Roll Keeper: Ruth Ford, Arisaig, 5 Portree Avenue, Kilmarnock.  

Telephone:01563 551928. email ruthhford@msn.com  

Organist: Vacancy  

The Covenanter: 
Production/Distribution:  Jean Bowes, 2 Rysland Drive Fenwick 

Telephone: 01560600259 

Reporting: Babs Aitken, 5 Braehead Rd, Fenwick, KA3 6FD 

Tel:01560 600318 Email barbara@baitken.freeserve.co.uk  

Convener/ Advertising: Bill McNab, Avrilea, Kingsford, Stewarton. KA3 

5JS Telephone 01560 482468 Email william.mcnab@btinternet.com 
 

All copy for the magazine should be received at least two weeks before the 

first Sunday of the publication month. 
The Covenanter can now be found on the internet at www.covenanter.co.uk  
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Covenanter Page 2 

mailto:gredmayne@btinternet.com
http://uk.mc867.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=fawltytowersdarvel@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ruthford@msn.com
http://uk.mc867.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=irenecouper@btinternet.com
mailto:ruthford@msn.com
mailto:william.mcnab@btinternet.com
http://www.covenanter.co.uk/


Surviving Christmasé 
 

If I had a pound for every time someone said to me during December, ñThis will 

be your busy time of yearéò I would be a rich man.  Truth is it is a busy time of 

year for most folk, I just have a few extra services and the odd extra event to 

organise. I donôt even get a Christmas lunch anywhere since Dunselma closed its 

doors!  Like everyone else I have the round of Christmas present shopping to do, 

as well as food to buy in not to mention the presents to wrap.  So while it seems to 

be busy and there never appears to be enough time I am probably no busier than 

anyone else. 
 

Are you one of those organised people?  One of those folk who have everything 

done and dusted by the 1
st
 December and it is only the turkey to pop in the oven 

on Christmas Day.  Or are you one of those folk where everything is a little last 

minute?  I donôt know about you but December seemed to disappear this year and 

we made Christmas Day by the skin of our teeth. 

 

And then there was the weather.  While we got off relatively lightly in terms of 

snow the temperatures plummeted to one of the longest sub zero spells of weather 

I have known in a life time.  Ice skates would have been the most  appropriate 

footwear for travelling to Church on Christmas Day other form of tackety boots 

perhaps! 
 

So youôve enjoyed yourself (I did when I got there) no doubt spent too much on 

presents and food, and January stretches out in front of you as if the next pay day 

will never come!  Then there are the dark mornings!  I know the days get longer 

as we go into January but they do so at the wrong end of the day in my book. 

Perhaps you are lark, summer or winter, up before the crack of dawn, but to be 

honest I struggle to get out of bed before the crack of dawn and in January dawn 

breaks incredibly late.  
 

It is perhaps no surprise then that ñBlue Mondayò hits in the middle of January.  

This year it fell on January 13
th
.  Some academic had calculated it to be the most 

depressing day of the year.  The fallout from Christmas (spent too much, ate too 

much), the return to work after the weekend, the long month until pay day arrives, 

the short gloomy winter days, all add up to supposedly the most depressing day of 

the year. 
 

In the natural world the answer is to look forward.  Spring with its warmth and 

light are just around the corner. In spite of the dark days and still chilly 

temperatures the first signs of spring are evident. Even while there was still ice on 

the ground my daffodils under the hedge were beginning to poke their heads up. 

Another few weeks and the stems will be tall and crowned with a riot of bright 



yellow.  So the answer is to look forward.  Spring with its warmth will come and 

the world will look a better place in a fresh coat of colour.  Everything looks 

different in the clean bright light of spring. 
 

Thatôs in the natural world. In the spiritual realm the answer is to look back. Not 

too far back, just to Christmas and its true meaning.  Itôs the prophet Isaiah who 

writes ñThe people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  For those 

who lived in a land of deep shadows ð light! sunbursts of light!ò (Isaiah 9:2, The 

Message). I always think of the long winter days of December and January when I 

read those verses, though in truth they are not talking about the length of the 

night!  Isaiah spoke those words long before Jesus was born but it was the light 

that Jesus brings to us that he was speaking about.  Of Jesus John tells us, ñWhat 

came into existence was Life, and the Life was Light to live by,ò (John 1:4 The 

Message). Here is the true meaning of Christmas, Jesus was born to bring the life 

of God and the light of His love into our lives. Reflecting on that simple message 

and asking God to shine in your darkest corners can chase away the deepest 

January blues.   
 

Surviving Christmas or rather the slump that follows is about looking back to the 

true meaning of the season.  The meaning that lies deep below the reason to party, 

to shop, to give presents, to eat until we are stuffed, to drink a little or more and to 

spend time with family. The meaning and the reason that we celebrate is that God 

did not give up on this world, he did not give up on you. He sent his son Jesus to 

be light in our darkness and to shine His love into our hearts.   
 

Winter blues? ï look back to Christmas and its true meaning, look forward to 

spring and your days will brighten soon enough. After all everything looks 

different in the pure bright light of Godôs love. 
 

Every Blessing 
 

Geoff Redmayne  

 
 

Parish Register December 2010 ~ January 2011  

 

Weddings  
 
21st December   Fiona Grant (previously Fenwick) & Chris Steele 

(East Bolden, Tyne & wear) 
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HELP WANTED  
 

With the church being used for more events and activities, help is required with 

the Sound/visual System not just for a Sunday morning, but for Funerals, 

Weddings, Schoolôs Services and many more events. It is not hard to use and 

training will be given. If you are able to help, please contact Kevin Dempsey on 

01563 530719 or landkdem@gmail.com.  

 It is hope that there will be enough people to start a Rota for Sunday Mornings, 

allowing Kevin to get a Sunday off. Thanks to Alistair Crosbie for his help over 

the Christmas Period. 

 

!! Attention all Church Organizations!!  
  
If you would like to publicize any information, news or events about your 

Organization in the Kilmarnock Standard Church Notices, then Shona Crosbie 

would be delighted to hear from you.  

Notices should be given to Shona, or sent by e-mail to 

fawltytowersdarvel@yahoo.co.uk, no later than the Sunday prior to publication. 
 

 

THE FULTON CLUB  

 

The Fulton Club started the new year with a Tea Dance ï not a lot of 

dancing, but the 40ôs and 50ôs music much enjoyed by everyone. 

The wintry weather seemed to take its toll on the following meeting, with a 

handful of hardy souls coming to play bowls and dominoes. 

Falling attendance is still causing us concerns, but hopefully with spring 

coming we can look forward to welcoming our old friends again ï and 

perhaps making some new ones! 

If you would like to join us on Wednesdays, please phone Dorothy Baillie 

(600340) or Irene Couper (600520) for details.  
 

Jenny Anderson 

Many thanks for all the lovely gifts and cards I received on my ninetieth 

birthday. I thoroughly enjoyed my day and thanks to everyone who 

dropped in at the house and made it really special. 

Thanks again 

Jenny 
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ALLAN ELECTRICAL SE RVICES  

(NEWMILNS) LIMITED  

INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC  

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING  

1A HIGH STREET, NEWMILNS KA16 9EE  

(WORKSHOP AND OFFICE ) 

Telephone 01560 322161 
Fax : 01560 323178                                 

Mobile:  

07971432088 or 07762765609 
 
email: allan9946@aol.com 
 

     GORDONôS              General store 
      96 Main Road, Fenwick            Tel:01560 600418 

             For All Daily Newspapers and General Groceries 

                               PLUS  +  PLUS  +  PLUS 

GORDONôS EXTRA SPECIAL ï FRESHLY MADE        

        FILLED ROLLS         
                             BUY THEM ï TRY THEM ï THEYôRE GREAT 
 

       ONCE TASTED YOUôLL BE SINGING  THEIR  PRAISESé 
          éIF ITôS NO A GORDONôS ITôS NO GOOD FOR ME 

IF  YOU WISH,  CALL  US ï THE  ROLLS  WILL  BE READY  WHEN  YOU WANT  THEM  

 

OPENING HOURS---- MON-WED   7AM -1.30PM 

              THURSDAY  7AM -1.30PM---2.30PM-4.30PM 

              FRIDAY          7AM -1.30PM 

              SATURDAY  7AM -12NOON  
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CHURCH WHIST DRIVE  
 

The Church Whist Drive was held on Friday 14 January in the Church Hall. 

John Douglas welcomed a good turnout and acted as cardmaster. Marilyn Morton 

presented the prizes and drew the raffle.  

 

 The winners were ï Ladies: 1 Nan Morton, 2 Myra Seton, 3 Jean Lambroughton 

4 (equal) Jean Morton and Mrs J Barr. Booby: Kate Fitzpatrick.  Gents:  

1 Margaret McWhirter, 2 Netta Bodle, 3 John Barr, 4 (equal) Jean Hannah 

And Julie Scott. Booby: Eric Watson. 
 

A total of £631 was raised and the Fellowship team would  like to thank everyone 

  who came along and gave their support, donated raffle prizes and supplied food  

for the delicious supper. 

 

 

Fenwick Church Garden Club 
 

The Garden Club begins its new session on Thursday 17
th
 February with a 

hands-on demonstration of pruning and taking cuttings by a popular 

speaker, Mr. Stanley Hunter. 

We have tried to provide a varied programme of speakers and visits this 

year: there will be a spring evening visit, a summer outing to Edinburgh 

Botanic Gardens, and we hope to have speakers on care of roses, 

encouraging wildlife, restoration of the Kibble Palace, to name a few. 

The February meeting is our Registration evening (subscription fee £6) 

The February competition is:  a favourite planter  

Our monthly meetings are on Thursdays in Fenwick Church Hall. 

 

Please come and join us. Further information from Irene Couper 

(01560600520) 

 

 

The Monday Badminton Club needs YOU!!! 
 

We are a small but enthusiastic Club, keen to welcome new members. 

We meet in the Church Hall on Monday evenings from 8pm to 10pm. 

 

If you want to find out more, phone Lesley on 600221 or Nan on 600586. 
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NORTH GLASSOCK    

BOARDING KENNELS AND CATTERY  
 

BY FENWICK KA3 6ER ï TELEPHONE 01560 600246 

(just off theA77 on the road to Waterside) 

 

GEORGE LESLIE, B.V.M.S, M.R.C.V.S. 
NANCY LESLIE 
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RURAL ROUND -UP 
 

President Margaret Dykes welcomed members and visitors to the meeting of 

Fenwick Rural which was held in Fenwick Church Hall on Thursday, January 13. 

Speakers for the evening were Julie McKinlay and Elizabeth Carroll, Scotlandôs 

highest level instructors of Ti Chi. Julie gave a potted history of Ti Chi describing 

the many beneficial effects to muscles, organs, skin and lungs etc. to be gained by 

practising this gentle form of exercise. There followed a short demonstration of  

Ti Chi by Julie, one of her students, Ray Eades  and Elizabeth and members were 

then invited to try a few basic movements themselves. 

Julie and Elizabeth then judged he competitions with the following results: 

Hangover cure in best handwriting (points) 1 Anna Kirkland, 2 Maryann 

Dempsey 3 May Templeton. Unusual Christmas Cards (prize) 1 Margaret  

Mc Innes, 2 Elsie McLelland, 3 Martha Speirs. 

Hostesses for the evening were Jean Speirs and Greta Morton and the vote of 

thanks was given by Elsie McLelland. 

On Thursday 10 February Irene Wilson will speak of the work of the MacMillan 

Nurses. The competitions are (points) Knitted or Crocheted Scarf and (prize) 

Favourite Mug. 

On Wednesday 16 February the Afternoon Whist Drive will be held in Fenwick 

Church Hall at 2pm. Names of those wishing to take a table or any individuals 

who would like to come along should be given to any member of committee who 

will also be pleased to accept prizes for the raffle. 

 

The December meeting of Moscow WRI  was cancelled due to weather 

conditions. 

The next meeting on Monday 3 January was a fascinating talk on Beekeeping by 

Leslie Morton. Unfortunately, it snowed quite heavily and the meeting had to be 

curtailed slightly. Competition winners were: 

   Honeypot: 1 Elsie Nisbet, 2 Anne Borthwick, 3 Helen Crowe 

   Fruit Loaf  1 Elsie Nisber, 2 Lily Watson, 3 Elsie Notman. 

Hostesses were Mary Dunlop and Myra Seton. 

On Monday 7 February in the Hogg Hall, Galston there will be a talk on 

Confectionery by members of the Glickman family who run an ñold fashionedò 

sweet shop in Glasgow. Competitions are ï A bon-bon dish and treacle toffee. 

On Wednesday 9 February there will be an afternoon whist drive at 2pm in 

Fenwick Church Hall. Names of those wishing to take a table or individuals who 

would like to come along should be given to Catherine McInnes. Prizes for the 

raffle will be gratefully received. 
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 Fenwick Bowling Club 
 

Fenwick Bowling Club held their first whist drives of 2011 recently.  

 Ladies President Jean Caldwell greeted the players at the afternoon whist with 

shortbread and wine and presented the prizes at the end of the game.  Pink cards - 

1st Mae McFarlane;  2nd Anna Steel;  consolation Anna Wark.  White cards 1st 

Jean Caldwell;  2nd H Morton;  consolation Jean Morton.  
 

Match Secretary, Tom Paterson, conducted the evening whist and Jean Caldwell 

presented the prizes.  

 Ladies - 1st Jean Morton;  2nd Marilyn Morton;   3rd (equal) Margaret Fulton 

and B H Stonehouse;  consolation Margaret McWhirter.  Gents - 1st Tom 

Paterson;  2nd Jean Caldwell;  3rd Margaret Shanks;  consolation R McWhirter. 
 

The February afternoon whist is on Thursday, 3rd at 2pm in the clubhouse and the 

annual whist is on Friday, February 11th at 7.30pm in Fenwick Church Hall. 

 Members and friends are asked to support this and names for tables should be 

given to Marilyn or any other committee member (gent or lady).  Single players 

will also be made welcome, so please come along on the evening.  Hostesses 

should bring dishes, and cards. 
 

The annual game for the Shanks Trophy was held in the Galleon Centre on 

Sunday, January 9th.  This, as always, was a excellent fun day and enjoyed by all. 

 Margaret Shanks presented trophies to the winning team of Rinee Currie, Nan 

Morton and Jim Steele.  The runners-up received a lovely tray of fruit and were 

Rita Cuthbertson, Tom Barr and Andrew Ballantyne.  Jim thanked the Shanks 

family for their continued sponsorship.  A delicious meal was then served in the 

Centre, ending a very successful day. 

 

Are you interested in bowling and have you thought of giving it a try. The 

Bowling Club would welcome any new members both for the Ladies and the 

Gents sections. Never played before then we would welcome you and give you 

every assistance to learn and to join in the clubs activities. 

 

 

FENWICK COMMUNITY COUNC IL  
 

 Meets in the John Fulton Memorial Hall on Wednesday 9 February at 7.30pm. 

This meeting is open to anyone who is interested in Fenwick village. 
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MIRAGE HAIR SALON 
93A Main Road Fenwick 

                                      Telephone: 01560 600888 
           PRICE LIST     FULL   OAP 

 Blow Dry/Set    £14.00                 £12.00  

 Cut and Blow Dry    £22.00  £19.00 

 or Cut S/Set          (long hair extra) £19.00 

 Highlights (Cap)    £35.00  £30.00 

 Foils (from)               £40.00  £35.00 

 Foils ï 2 colours    £45.00  £38.00 

 Tint      £39.00  £34.00 

 Regrowth    £35.00  £30.00 

 Semi Permanent colour   £30.00  £26.00   

                                 Perm    £36.00  £31.00 

   Dry Trim     £8.00                       £7.00 

   Shampoo Trim    £9.50                       £8.50    

   Children - Dry Cut    £7.00            

   Gents ï Dry Cut     £7.00   

                  

                 CLOSED   Monday 

                    OPEN     Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday ï 9.30am to 5.30pm 

                                                   Thursday 9.30am to 7pm 

                                                   Saturday 9am to 2pm 
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Fenwick Primary School 
New Head Teacher 

Mr Jim Campbell will take up his new post here at Fenwick on Monday 17
th
 

January 2011. We look forward to welcoming him into our midst. 
 

Christmas Fayre 

A little update from the fayre, from the Parent Council. The hamper draw raised 

the very worthwhile sum of £239 and Santaôs grotto raised Ã190.50. Even when 

expenses are paid from this, it is still a considerable amount of money, in addition 

to the total already intimated. Thank you to all involved. 
 

Building Works  

Work in Creelshaugh Road has begun with the clearing of the land and fencing . 

There will be lorries coming and going from the site, and EAC has asked the 

contractors that consideration is made to avoid school opening and closing times. 

Please be vigilant when parking/picking up/dropping off children to ensure the 

road is safe 
 

Eco Committee 

The eco litter stars are going well and certificates to winning classes made 

weekly.  
 

After School  and Lunchtime Clubs 

Ben Hanvey, our Active Schools Coordinator, is organizing a timetable of clubs 

for P1-7 with parent volunteers, due to start soon. Details will follow. Please keep 

an eye on schoolbags for letters etc! 

Mr Murray will take the P6 /7 football training for an 8 week block starting on 

Tuesday 25
th
 January and we look forward to our participation in the Peveril and 

Ayrshire cups over the coming months. 
 

Thanks from Mr Murray  

Mr Murray would like to take this opportunity to thank all the boys and girls for 

the many gifts he received at Christmas. The gifts were many and varied and were 

all very much appreciated. Thank you all very much! (RM) 
 

Future Events 

Tues 8
th
 Feb  Outdoor play motivators (P4 and P5 children) 

   7pm Kilmarnock Rotary quiz, P7 team going. 

Thurs 10
th
 Feb P7  Basketball league match 

Fri 11
th
 Feb  P4 having SHOUT photos updated 

Mon 14
th
- 18

th 
Feb Holiday (NB Thurs/Fri are in service days for staff) 
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                DRIVES-REVIVED! 
Also Block paving, slabs, patios, decking!  

High pressure rotary washed. Weeds and 

slippery moss removed. Drives re -sanded and 

sealed (optional). Slippery algae on decking 

removed and then treated. Quicker and more 

effective than ordinary pressure washing.  

Contact: Pat Douglas  
01560 485235        Mob: 07702 091398  

 

 

Covenanter Page 13 



Itôs been a cold and miserable winter so far, hereôs a lovely 

pudding for a cold February day 
 

 
 

 

CHOCOLATE BREAD AND BUTTER PUDDING  
 

Ingredients  

9 Slices of thick good quality white bread one day old. 

5oz of Dark Continental chocolate (70% cocoa solids) 

15 fluid ozs of whipping cream 

4 tablespoons of dark rum or brandy 

3 ozs butter 

pinch of cinnamon 

3 large eggs 

 

Cut off the crusts and cut the slices into 4 triangles. Put chocolate ,cream, 

rum, sugar, butter and cinnamon in a bowl over a saucepan of barely 

simmering water. When all are melted and dissolved take the mixture from 

the heat and give a good stir. Whisk the eggs then pour mixture over and 

whisk  together. 

Take an ovenproof dish 7òx9òx2ò put a layer of the chocolate mixture then 

overlapping triangles of bread, cover with half the mixture then more bread 

and cover with the remainder of the chocolate mixture. Press the bread 

gently with a fork then cover the dish with clingfilm and leave for 2 hours 

at room temperature. Place in the refrigerator for at least 24hours . 

When ready to cook heat oven to gasmark 4 or 350F or 180C. Remove 

clingfilm and bake on a high shelf for 30-35 mins. Stand for 10 mins then 

serve with double cream.   
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FENWICK CHURCH GUILD  
 

The Guild held a Coffee Evening and Silent Auction at the beginning of 

December. Unfortunately the weather was not very kind to us but those who did 

come out had a most enjoyable evening. There was a Christmas stall a lucky 

hamper and other prizes and, of course the fun of waiting to see if your bids were 

high enough. 

 

The Guild Christmas Night was preceded by one of the Advent evenings and 

quite a few Guild members came along that little bit early and joined in. 

The evening started off with dinner and thanks are due to those who prepared and 

cooked all the food and to Victoria Wadsworth and Jim Shanks who helped serve 

and clear up. Bill McNab caused a bit of head scratching as we puzzled over quiz 

questions, there was pass the parcel and Victoria distributed lucky dip parcels. 

There was a real ñChristmassyò feel about the evening. 

 

January 25 is Burns Night so there was a Burns theme to the evening with a mini 

Burns Supper. There was a talk about Ayrshire Cancer Support from Janie 

Riddick who answered a great many questions from an excellent turnout of 

members. Pat Parkin thanked everyone who had contributed to the success of the 

evening. 

 

An invitation has been received from St. Columbaôs Guild in Stewarton to attend 

their Inter-Guild Night, w hen there will be entertainment by Ann Field. This is 

on Tuesday 15 February at 7.30pm. Please note date! Contact Babs Aitken 

(600318) if you would like to go. 

 

The following Tuesday, 22 February, in the small church hall at 7.30pm there 

will be a talk on the History of the Kingôs Theatre, Glasgow by Helena Burgoyne. 

There have recently been renovations carried out at the Kings so this should be a 

very interesting talk and Helena is also bringing along some costumes. 

There are a great many former Glaswegians around Fenwick and if any of you 

would like to come along you will be most welcome.(There is a £2 charge for 

visitors) 

 

ñThe McNab/Wadsworth family have won this yearôs Pub Quiz in Dunlop. 

One of the perks is that next Christmas they chose which Charity will receive a 

donation and they, of course have chosen Ayrshire Cancer Supportò 
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Kings Arms 
Village Pub & Restaurant 

89 Main Road Fenwick KA3 6DX 

Tel: 01560 600276 
 

 

Enjoy our fine wine, excellent cask conditioned ale and 

sumptuous food in front of real log fire 

Relax and let Jill and her staff look after your every need 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Pub Quiz First Thursday of Every Month   

Cash prizes to be won for first and second also a mystery 

prize for last place 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Entertainment Every Saturday Evening 
 

We look forward to welcoming both old and new customers 
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