
The Covenanter 
 

May  2011  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Fenwick Parish Church Community Magazine  no 422  



THE COVENANTER May  2011  
 

CHURCH SERVICES ï SUNDAYS 10.30am 

JUNIOR CHURCH and Ycam ï 10.30am 
 

MINISTER: Rev Geoff Redmayne BSc. B.D., M.Phil, the Manse, 

 2 Kirkton Place, Fenwick   KA3 6DW  Telephone 01560 600217 

 E-mail : gredmayne@btinternet.com  

Session Clerk: Mrs Nora Shanks, Glenleitch Farm, Fenwick Telephone: 

01560 600202 Email:norashanks@btconnect.com 

Gift Aid/Freewill Of ferings: Mr A.Crosbie Telephone: 01560 322229 
 4 Campbell Street, Darvel, KA17 0DA Email:fawltytowersdarvel@yahoo.co.uk 
Church Treasurer:  Ruth Ford, Arisaig, 5 Portree Avenue, Kilmarnock.  

Telephone: 01563 551928. Email ruthhford@msn.com 

Chairman of the Board: Mr John Macmillan, 118 Maunsheugh Rd 

Fenwick Telephone: 01560 600390 

Clerk to the Board: Irene Couper,6 Raith Road,Fenwick KA3 6DQ 

Tel. 01560600520 Email: irenecouper@btinternet.com 

Roll Keeper: : Mrs Nora Shanks, Glenleitch Farm, Fenwick Telephone: 

01560 600202 Email:norashanks@btconnect.com 

Organist: Vacancy  

 

The Covenanter: 
 

Production/Distribution:  Jean Bowes, 2 Rysland Drive Fenwick 

Telephone: 01560600259 

Convener/ Advertising: Bill McNab, Avrilea, Kingsford, Stewarton. KA3 

5JS Telephone 01560 482468 Email william.mcnab@btinternet.com 
 

All copy for the magazine should be received at least two weeks before the 

first Sunday of the publication month. 
The Covenanter can now be found on the internet at www.covenanter.co.uk  
 

 

 

Fenwick Parish Church (Church of Scotland) Registered Scottish Charity No SC010062 
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Who doesnõt come to Church? 
 

The succinct answer to the question is a wide range of folks! But letôs explore it 

in a little more detail.  We can divide those who donôt come into two broad 

groups. Those who are members of the Church but donôt attend and those who are 

not members.   
 

The members are perhaps the most perplexing. These are folk who at some point 

or other in their life have asked to become members on the Roll of the Church and 

have made vows of commitment to God and to the Church. Somewhere around 

75% of our roll do not attend church on a regular basis.  Some of those have very 

good reasons not to. They may be frail, elderly, or incapacitated due to illness, 

these folk we do our best to stay in touch with.  A good number of the folk live 

well away from the Parish but their names remain on the Roll for one reason or 

another. A handful of others have jobs which regularly require them to work on a 

Sunday.  There is a few folk who have had a pastoral crisis of one sort or another 

(illness, bereavement etc) and having been away now find it difficult to return.  

As to the others there is a whole host of excuses: too busy, family time, 

participating in sport, lost faith, service is too informal, service is not informal 

enough, too many changes, not enough changes, Sunday morning is the only time 

I get to rest and relax, I didnôt like what the minister said/did, I didnôt like what a 

previous minister said/did, I have heard (add your own reason), I donôt need 

Church to be a Christian, I donôt like what was said/done by members so many 

many years ago and more. 
 

Thatôs the members what about the non-members.  Well all of the above reasons 

stand for them too plus a few others: I am not religious, I donôt see the relevance, 

I donôt have the need, it is dull, dry and boring, I have heard it is way too happy 

clappy, I am angry with God, I donôt believe in God (that is subtly different from 

not being religious), I canôt believe in God, I am Methodist, Muslim, Hindu, 

atheisté (name your denomination/viewpoint), Sunday is for the papers, and a 

few more reasons as well no doubt. 
 

At the end of the day though most have taken a decision, members and non-

members alike, without taking the time to truly consider what Church is about.  I 

had a chat with one of my elders the other day who had been out visiting his 

district. As usual a few folk had said Church wasnôt for them anymore. As usual 

he asked them why and as usual he turned their answer round to, ñSo Church isnôt 

entertaining you as you would like!ò 
 

 

 

 

Covenanter Page 3 



Is that what Church has become in the eyes of folk, that we go to be entertained.  

Church primarily is about participating in an act of worship directed towards God 

and that is true whether your preference is for modern, traditional or something 

else. And it is true whether you think Church will scratch your itch or not.  
 

Just about all the reasons folk donôt go to Church are to do with themselves not 

with the Church.  Having read that you are probably up in arms just now... but... 

buté but.  If you are reading this and donôt go to Church it is because of what 

you believe or perceive the Church to be and not of what it is supposed to be. And 

the reasons are about what you might or not get out of it. 
 

Church as a Sunday Club, a few folk gathering together for something to do on a 

Sunday morning has little interest to me.  Church as a gathering place of folk 

wholeheartedly seeking to worship God excites me.  Such a gathering will meet 

with the desire to give and not to receive. Our society has become one in which 

we are all too eager to be pleased.  If something doesnôt please us we walk away 

from it. If we donôt receive the service, the welcome, the instant gratification or 

whatever it is that we seek we go and look elsewhere.  But Church is not 

primarily about receiving it is about giving our worship. The paradox is that in 

giving we receive all that God has to offer.   First we have to come with a heart 

that gives. 
 

And what does God offer? Forgiveness, assurance, security, love, grace, strength, 

peace and more.  These and more are all freely available through a God who loves 

us. They are all freely available because of Easter where God gave completely of 

himself for you. So when he asks for our worship it is a small thing he asks 

compared to what he has already given. 
 

So why not take a step in the right direction and try the Church one Sunday (or try 

again if you have dropped out of the habit) you might be surprised in giving a 

little you just gain more than you reckoned. 
 

Every Blessing 
 

Geoff Redmayne  

 

Parish Register April 2011  

 
Funerals  

 
6th April Bill Lindsay, Rysland Drive, Fenwick 
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ALLAN ELECTRICAL SE RVICES  

(NEWMILNS) LIMITED  

INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC  

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING  

1A HIGH STREET, NEWMILNS KA16 9EE  

(WORKSHOP AND OFFICE ) 

Telephone 01560 322161 
Fax : 01560 323178                                 

Mobile:  

07971432088 or 07762765609 
 
email: allan9946@aol.com 
 

     GORDONôS              General store 
      96 Main Road, Fenwick            Tel:01560 600418 

             For All Daily Newspapers and General Groceries 

                               PLUS  +  PLUS  +  PLUS 

GORDONôS EXTRA SPECIAL ï FRESHLY MADE        

        FILLED ROLLS         
                             BUY THEM ï TRY THEM ï THEYôRE GREAT 
 

       ONCE TASTED YOUôLL BE SINGING  THEIR  PRAISESé 
          éIF ITôS NO A GORDONôS ITôS NO GOOD FOR ME 

IF  YOU WISH,  CALL  US ï THE  ROLLS  WILL  BE READY  WHEN  YOU WANT  THEM  

 

OPENING HOURS---- MON-WED   7AM -1.30PM 

              THURSDAY  7AM -1.30PM---2.30PM-4.30PM 

              FRIDAY          7AM -1.30PM 

              SATURDAY  7AM -12NOON  
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Drop in Café 
 

The café will start on Thursday 2
nd

 June at 2.00pm. 

We hope to see all our usual friends and any new ones will be very welcome. 

Hostesses  

2
nd

 June  Frances Gibson  9
th
 June  Mary Tedford 

  Pat Parkin    Nan Tivendale 

  Irene Couper    Margaret Tivendale 

16
th
 June Jean Morton  23

rd
 June Brenda Downie 

  Anne Borthwick   Enid McNab 

30
th
 June Mary Spiers 

  Helen McFadzean 

 

Dust if you must. 

 

Dust if you must, but wouldn't it be better, 

To paint a picture or write a letter, 

Bake a cake or plant a seed, 

Ponder the difference between want and need? 

 

Dust if you must, but there's not much time, 

With rivers to swim and mountains to climb, 

Music to hear and books to read, 

Friends to cherish and life to lead. 

 

Dust if you must, but the world's out there 

With the sun in your eyes and the wind in your hair, 

A flutter of snow or a shower of rain,  

This day will not come round again. 

 

Dust if you must, but bear in mind, 

Old age will come and it's not kind. 

And when you go (and go you must) 

You, yourself, will make more dust. 
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NORTH GLASSOCK    

BOARDING KENNELS AND CATTERY  
 

BY FENWICK KA3 6ER ï TELEPHONE 01560 600246 

(just off theA77 on the road to Waterside) 

 

GEORGE LESLIE, B.V.M.S, M.R.C.V.S. 
NANCY LESLIE 
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Board Business 
 

The Board met in April and heard that the decision to go to Unitary constitution 

(approved at the SAM in March) is now with Presbytery and 121 and we'll hear 

later in the year whether it has been approved. Meantime business as usual. 

 

Finance and Property Reports were received and gave no cause for concern. 

 

Hall Development is down for discussion in May and we hope to be progressing 

one way or another at the June meeting. 

 

On Palm Sunday, the usual worries about the church's future were rather set aside 

by brilliant contributions from our children in singing, reading and leading us in 

prayer. What energy and fun in worship. We celebrated the day, and looked ahead 

to Easter with passion and purpose. Church boring? I don't think so. 

 

John Macmillan 
 

The Holy Week Reflections in the Upper Room. 
 

Monday was prayer focused. Joy, Fear, Anticipation, Total Apathy were our 

themes and these were led respectively by Nora, Kathryn, Shona and Simon. Each 

with her or his individual stamp and beautifully done.  

 

Tuesday was music centered and led at my request by David Finnie. We travelled 

in music from Birth to resurrection in 35 minutes including some new tunes and 

indeed a lovely one that David had written himself. 

 

Wednesday was reading based with concentration on the readings of the season 

from the Glasgow Bible. What resonance it had for this week? 

 

Thanks to the attendees and contributors. If you didn't attend, then do have a look 

at Dust if you must but it was, sort of, just as well because we had no free seats on 

any of the nights. 
 

John Macmillan 
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 Fenwick Community Association 
 

Gala Day is on Saturday, June 11
th
. The theme this year is ñThe Fenwick 

Weaversô Co-operative 250
th
 Anniversaryò. We are looking for volunteers 

to help on the day, so if you have a spare hour to help set up, clear up, or 

on the stalls please contact Isobel on 01560 601199. If you are kind enough 

to donate any baking or raffle prizes please also contact Isobel. For any 

other information please contact Leona on 07901 713418. 

 

The adult five-a-side football tournament will be on. To book a team and 

for more details please contact Joe Davis on 01560 600591. 

 

If you are interested in booking a stall please contact Louise on 07886 

844600 or email: lljmclaughlan@hotmail.co.uk. There is only a £15 charge 

for a stall, for the whole day! 

 

 

Gala Week will run from Saturday the 11
th
 of June to Sunday the 19

th
 of 

June. This is shaping up to be an exciting week of activities ranging from 

old favourites like the duck race and the annual cricket match between 

Laigh Fenwick and High Fenwick to new ones like the Fenwick amazing 

race and a bingo night  - so clear your diaries! Details are on S1 Fenwick 

and will be in next monthôs Covenanter.  

 

 

The Gala Dance will be on the 18
th
 of June. The theme this year is ñBeach 

Partyò so pull on your Hawaiian shirts, beach shorts and flip-flops, grab 

your surfboard and head on down to the Fulton Hall. There will be 

cocktails on arrival and itôs bring your own bottle. There will be a BBQ for 

dinner! Tickets cost £12.50 (price includes the DJ, BBQ food and a 

cocktail) and are available from Diane Young (Call into 106 Main Road, 

Fenwick or Call/Txt: 07980 280049). 
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The Fenwick Hotel  
Hotel - Bar - Functions - Restaurant 
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During our exciting restaurant, pub and exterior 

refurbishment which has commenced, the hotel will 

remain open and we will continue to serve fabulous 

meals daily. 

 

Remember our exciting 2 courses for £9.95 offer as 

well as our scrumptious carvery for only 

 £7.50per adult / £3.95per child 

 

Join us for our next curry night on the 6
th

 May 

3 courses for only £9.95per person 

 

Watch the hotel unfold, develop and explore the 

journey with us. 

 

Our restaurant is open daily  

from 12noon until 9.00pm 

Our pub is open daily  

from 11.00am (12noon on a Sunday) 
 

For more information or to book a table 

please call us on 01560 600478  

 



Fenwick Church Guild 
 

The last meeting of the 2010/2011 session was held on the 29
th
 March. 

As a change from the usual tea and entertainment a quiz and supper evening was 

held. 

 The quiz was arranged by Susan Wadsworth  and  was  very enjoyable with a lot 

of laughter  and  racking of brains .  Supper was served  halfway through the quiz 

and the evening finished with a raffle in aid of funds. 

The new session will begin at the end of September and anyone wishing to come 

along will be made most welcome. 

 

Community Council 
A meeting of Fenwick Community Council was held in the Fulton Hall on 

Wednesday 13 April.  

There was no police presence at the meeting but only 2 crimes were notified to 

them during the month preceding, one of vandalism and a theft, neither of which 

were detected, and again no details are available. 

A lengthy discussion by a large turnout of villagers followed regarding the 

proposed controversial Mansell Homes development in the village for the erection 

of 65 houses, a massive increase of 15 % in the current housing stock and 

generally unwanted by the villagers. The view of the Community Council is that 

this is simply a suburban housing estate being built on cheap land and totally out 

of place in a conservation village. Provost Stephanie Young attended the meeting 

but for legal reasons was unable to comment on the development. A full East 

Ayrshire planning meeting will be held in June and huge opposition is expected. 

Other plans have been submitted to extend Shearer's yard on the north side of the 

motorway into a greenfield site for single storey storage of containers and lorries. 

The next meeting will be held at the usual venue on Wednesday 11 May at 7.30 

pm and all are welcome to attend.  

 

Thanks 
Rose, Joe and George would like to thank everyone for their kindness during this 

difficult time. We are overwhelmed at the number of cards and floral tributes we 

have received. The collection for the Ayrshire Hospice at this time stands at 

£1200.00 

Thank you one and all 
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MIRAGE HAIR SALON 
93A Main Road Fenwick 

                                      Telephone: 01560 600888 
           PRICE LIST     FULL   OAP 

 Blow Dry /Set    £14.00                 £12.00  

 Cut and Blow Dry    £22.00  £19.00 

 or Cut S/Set          (long hair extra) £19.00 

 Highlights (Cap)    £35.00  £30.00 

 Foils (from)               £40.00  £35.00 

 Foils ï 2 colours    £45.00  £38.00 

 Tint      £39.00  £34.00 

 Regrowth    £35.00  £30.00 

 Semi Permanent colour   £30.00  £26.00   

                                 Perm    £36.00  £31.00 

   Dry Trim     £8.00                       £7.00 

   Shampoo Trim    £9.50                       £8.50    

   Children - Dry Cut    £7.00            

   Gents ï Dry Cut     £7.00   

                  

                 CLOSED   Monday 

                    OPEN     Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday ï 9.30am to 5.30pm 

                                                   Thursday 9.30am to 7pm 

                                                   Saturday 9am to 2pm 
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                DRIVES-REVIVED! 
Also Block paving, slabs, patios, decking!  

High pressure rotary washed. Weeds and 

slippery moss removed. Drives re -sanded and 

sealed (optional). Slippery algae on decking 

removed and then treated. Quicker and more 

effective than ordinary pressure washing.  

Contact: Pat Douglas  
01560 485235        Mob: 07702 091398  
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Church Fete Quiz 
 

QUIZ SHEETS 

 
Quiz  sheet s are  available  and entries should be returned no later 

than  Monday 30 May . 

 

There are two quizzes: -  

 

Senior quiz  ï for all competitors over age 12  
 

Entry fee:  £1  
 

Prize money:  1st   correct ent ry drawn  -    £10  

   2nd   correct entry drawn  -    £5  
 

Sponsored by:  Fenwick Farmersô Society 

 

Junior quiz  ï for children up to age 12  
 

Entry fee:  50p  
 

Prize money:  1st   correct entry drawn  -   £10  

   2nd   correct entry drawn  -   £5  
 

Entry forms and c ollection boxes are located in the Post Office, 
Gordonôs shop, Mirage Hair Salon and the Church   
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Donations for all stalls will be gratefully received in the Church 

Hall on Thursday 2 June 7.00 -8.30 pm or Friday 3 June 2.00 -

4.00 pm.  There will not be a jewellery stall this year and items 

for the bric -a-brac should not include electrical goods, clothing 
or furniture.  Any unsuitable goods received will be disposed of.  
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Grateful thanks to all sponsors and 

contributors for their  continued support 
and genero sity  
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Stalls:- 
 
 

Tea Room     : Baking     :     Guessing Games 

Ice Cream       :       Sweets, Crisps 

Books and Music     :       Lucky Dip 

Toys and Games      :       Bottle Stall 

Planters       :     Hot Dogs 

Strawberries and Cream      :      Bric-a-Brac 

Pony Rides      :       Bouncy Castle     :    Games 

Face Painting      :      Climbing Wall            

Golf Game     :     Beat the Goalie    :    Wet Sponges 
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Helpers are required 
 

Contact:  
 
Martha Speirs: 01563 524466 M:  07788 537178 
 
or 
 
Jim Shanks: 01560 600202 M:  07792 979501 
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JAMES WILSON & CO 
 

AGRICULTURAL TRACTORS & MACHINERY 

 FOR SALE OR HIRE 

 

BERRYHILL, MOSCOW, GALSTON 

 

 

TEL: 01560 700273 FAX: 01560 700625 

 

MOBILE: 07836747879 
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