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Church, religion and all that stuffé 
 

Pope Benedict XVI has visited Scotland and left again. There was mixed reaction 

in the media to his stay with some arguing that he should not have been given the 

honour of a state visit.  I dare say that amongst the readers of this article there will 

be mixed views. Some of you may have been dead against while others will have 

followed it avidly.  All in all I thought the state visit went well and in my view the 

Pope said some profound things, particularly when he spoke of the rising tide of 

secularism we face in Scotland and in the rest of the western world. 
 

Scotland used to be known as ñThe people of the Bookò, that book being the Holy 

Bible but we are fast becoming a nation of ñno godò.  You only have to wind the 

clock back a few decades and across the land you would have found churches of 

every denomination that were full on a Sunday morning.  Now every mainstream 

church is facing reducing memberships and smaller congregations.  As far as 

church is concerned the tide is going out and in most parts is doesnôt seem to be 

for turning.  The institution of church is on the retreat. 
 

You may think that is a good thing and that religion has nothing sensible to teach 

us. You may be ambivalent, neither caring one way or another. Sunday is just 

another day for you to do with as you please.   
 

Not so long ago I took the plunge and set up a Facebook profile.  I recently got a 

ñfriendò request from a Brazilian in Perth. So I checked out his profile where he 

says ñI do not like religion. I believe in Jesus Christ as the light of the world and 

of my life.ò  Now call it coincidence or what but just a few days ago I had 

watched a short video titled ñSundayò by Rob Bell. Rob is brilliant communicator 

and utilises both the visual and the spoken word to great effect.  One of the things 

that Rob said in that video was this, ñThe trouble is people have looked at the 

religion we offer and equated it to God and rejected both!ò  Is that the case? Have 

you  looked at the church (whenever or wherever you have brushed up against it) 

and the religion it appeared to offer and rejected both: the Church and God? 
 

You may have missed it but it is now 450 years since the Reformation came to 

Scotland.  The Scottish Government had no wish to celebrate the anniversary in 

case such celebrations offended Roman Catholics (yet it was the Pope who spoke 

in praise of what the Reformation had brought to Scotland) or people of other 

faiths or no faith.  The Church of Scotland whose very founding was in the 

Reformation seemed equally silent on the matter. The Reformation was a key 

event in Scottish history that shaped the Scotland we know today.  With a zeal for 

literacy throughout the land the reformers gave us schools in every parish.  
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 A feat that paved the way for the Scottish Enlightenment and the array of 

Scottish names known around the world for achievements in science, medicine, 

engineering and literature.  The Reformation also laid the foundations for the 

welfare state. 
 

At the heart of the Reformation was faith.  The early reformers, Luther, Zwingli 

and Calvin studied the bible for themselves and found in it the treasure of 

ñsalvation by faith aloneò. Those few words were the watch words of those 

reformers and others who followed in their footsteps.  They rebelled against the 

religious order of the day for it constrained people with laws and codes. It had 

become disengaged from the people it was meant to serve.  The service was in 

latin, often conducted behind screens, the doctrine of penitence for sins was to the 

fore and the whole was overlaid with varied degrees of superstition.  No surprise 

really as the general laity had little or no clue as to what was going on. 
 

The reformers unravelled for themselves that forgiveness for sin was freely given 

by Jesus and that salvation was simply a matter of faith in Jesus. As they did so  

they were eager to share their news with everybody. Hence services were 

conducted in the language of the people, teaching sermons came to the fore and 

the Bible was translated into the vernacular for all to read in their homes.  Their 

desire was for folk to find the freedom that faith in Jesus Christ brings. 
 

So have people in this age rejected the Church? Undoubtedly, yes!  And God? I 

am not so sure about that one.  I believe people have rejected the God they 

perceive the Church to offer but from my many conversations I know folk are still 

seeking after God. The idea that ñGodò or ñsomethingò must be there is not 

always explored but it is one that nags away at many of us. If you are one of those 

folks I would love to have a chat with you. 
 

In  the meantime may God bless you with the light of His love and the power of 

His presence. 
 

Geoff Redmayne  

 

Parish Register September 2 010  

Weddings  
11th September  Lindsay Babes & Lawrence Jeffrey (both Monkton) 
Baptism  

19th September Ciaran Paul, son of Deborah Paul (Fenwick) and  
  Daniel Ronaldson 
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ALLAN ELECTRICAL SERVICES  

(NEWMILNS) LIMITED  

INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC  

ELEC TRICAL CONTRACTING  

1A HIGH STREET, NEWMILNS KA16 9EE  

(WORKSHOP AND OFFICE ) 

Telephone 01560 322161 
Fax : 01560 323178                                 

Mobile:  

07971432088 or 07762765609 
 
email: allan9946@aol.com 
 

     GORDONôS              General store 
      96 Main Road, Fenwick            Tel:01560 600418 

             For All Daily Newspapers and General Groceries 

                               PLUS  +  PLUS  +  PLUS 

GORDONôS EXTRA SPECIAL ï FRESHLY MADE        

        FILLED ROLLS         
                             BUY THEM ï TRY THEM ï THEYôRE GREAT 
 

       ONCE TASTED YOUôLL BE SINGING  THEIR  PRAISESé 
          éIF ITôS NO A GORDONôS ITôS NO GOOD FOR ME 

IF YOU WISH,  CALL  US ï THE  ROLLS  WILL  BE READY  WHEN  YOU WANT  THEM  

 

OPENING HOURS---- MON-WED   7AM -1.30PM 

              THURSDAY  7AM -1.30PM---2.30PM-4.30PM 

              FRIDAY          7AM -1.30PM 

              SATURDAY  7AM -12NOON  
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Session Notes 
Busy Times 
At recent Session meetings members reflected with satisfaction on the busy time of late 

with a Presbytery Service, a Conventicle to dedicate the renewed Covenanter Memorial, 

an amazing prayer event which lasted 73 hours and ñTeam Fenwickôsò wonderful sojourn 

to  Sri Lanka to name but some of the business!   

The 3 Fenwick youngsters who took part in the Mongol Rally were not forgotten either 

and were presented with some camping equipment to help them along. 

Retirals & Sabbaticals 

Session members reluctantly accepted the resignations of both Watson Muirhead and 

Derek Mason.  Both diligent district elders will be greatly missed.  Special mention was 

also made of Watsonôs sterling work in property and finance and also as Chair of 

Congregational Board.   

Graham Neil indicated he had accepted a contract assignment to India for 2 years and was 

granted leave of absence.  Session members wished all three very best wishes.  

Re-organisation  

Due to reduced numbers there is an obvious need to re-organise districts and make the 

most of our ñman powerò. 

Session has also been looking at adopting a different constitution which would unite 

Session and Board, thus cutting back on the number of meetings and helping make the 

running of the Kirk smoother.  Obviously a lot of research and investigation needs to be 

done before any decision could be made on whether to adopt it or not. 

Help Needed 

Whatever happens there is no doubt that the plea is for helpers in all aspects of church life 

if we are to maintain the work of the church. More on this later!        

 

Nora Shanks 
 

October Board Meeting 
The date for this meeting is now Wednesday 13thOctober. 
 

Diary Date 

Saturday 20
th

 November 

The òScots Nightò 
 

This year after a meal with a Scottish Flavour served by the Fellowship Team and 

helpers, the entertainment will be ñDouble Creamò. 

This promises to be another great evening. Tickets will be available in early 

November.   
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NORTH GLASSOCK    

BOARDING KENNELS AND CATTERY  
 

BY FENWICK KA3 6ER ï TELEPHONE 01560 600246 

(just off theA77 on the road to Waterside) 

 

GEORGE LESLIE, B.V.M.S, M.R.C.V.S. 
NANCY LESLIE 
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

A meeting of Fenwick Community Council was held in the Fulton Hall on 

Wednesday  8  September attended by the Head of Democratic Services at 

East Ayrshire Council Bill Walkinshaw and his colleague Stuart Nelson. 

Councillor Stephanie Young was also present. 

Police were unable to attend due to shortage of staff but supplied crime 

figures between 19 August and 8 September which amounted to 2 thefts 

which are as yet undetected. 

 

Mr Walkinshaw gave a talk on the National Code of Conduct for Councils 

and other issues pertaining to the roles of Community Councils. 

 

A discussion was held on the overgrown spare ground at the corner of 

Poles Road and Murchland Avenue. It was agreed that the land should not 

be sold but put to some use either as a garden area or a car park to alleviate 

the congestion caused by parked cars in Murchland Avenue. 

 

Councillor Young will again pursue the question of replacing the 

equipment in the Kirkton Road play park which has been constantly 

ignored by East Ayrshire Council over the years also the state of the 

roadway in Maunsheugh Road. 

 

The next meeting is the AGM which will be held in the John Fulton 

Memorial Hall on Wednesday 6 October at 7.30pm 

 

 

CARPET  BOWLS 

 

The new session of Carpet Bowls will commence in the John Fulton 

Memorial Hall on Monday 4 October at 7.30pm. 

This will be the AGM.  

 Everyone welcome! 
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     Fenwick music Weekend 22nd October to 24th October 2010 
 
We are happy to report that tickets for the Jazz and Classical Cabaret nights are now on 

sale and selling well. We thought you might want a bit more news re who and what is 

planned so far, for what should be an other weekend of very enjoyable music played to a 

very high standard. 

 

The Jazz night brings us Jazz at its best with The Sunset Cafe Jazz Band with our very 

own Robert White on Trumpet. From Glasgow to Australia and now living in Fenwick 

Robert is experienced in all forms of music but specializes in traditional jazz. This year  

he is playing with. Ian Miller on Double Bass- probably the best bass player in Scotland. 

Ian is a Composer, arranger and all round music man. 

Duncan Nairn on Clarinet. A classically trained musician who played with the BBC 

Sympathy Orchestra for many years and has now returned to his first love- traditional 

jazz. 

Bill Somerville on Banjo. Highly experienced and well respected in the jazz world. 

Jackie Murray on Trombone. A real pro and entertainer. the best trombone player and 

vocalist on the jazz scene-a real pleasure to listen to. 

Charlie Nagy on Drums. He played with the Hungarian National Jazz Orchestra. 

The time is 8pm doors open 7.30pm    Tickets from Shiela Bachelor on 01560600097 

price £10 including buffet 

 

The Classical Cabaret brings together the ever popular, and Fenwick fully appreciates 

their support over the years, Music School at Douglas Academy who will be entertaining 

us with some of their instrumentalists. Along with our own Frazer Scott now based in the 

Guildhall School of music who this year has the stunning voices of Katie Grosset , who 

grew up in Edinburgh and is also studying at the Guildhall after completing her studies in 

composition and performance at Glasgow University, and Charlotte Beament who was 

awarded the Anne Wyburd Lieder Prize. the three singers have performed and achieved at 

the very highest level throughout the UK and Europe and we are very grateful that such 

performers  give of their time to support us in our cause for raising funds. 

Time 7.30  tickets from Moira Scott 01560600391 and Irene Wilson 01560600771 

price £7.50 including light buffet 

One of our sponsors this year is the Fenwick Hotel and they have asked us to advise you 

that if you are splashing out and having a pre concert meal that you let the hotel know and 

they will make sure you have a nice relaxed meal with plenty of time left to get to the  

concert. 

 

The Sunday service will be a special service in line with the Music weekend. Did you 

know that in the church hymnary there is 695 Hymns/psalms to choose from. That is not 

taking into consideration all the other Hymn and song books. So the choice is very hard 

for the organizing team of the church as they are so spoiled and we all have our favorites. 

But we have been assured that it will like be like the other events this weekend, a service 

to bring smiles and memories. We ask for your support for this service as for all events of 

this weekend   
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Fenwick Community Association is delighted to present as part of 

Fenwick Music Weekend: 

THE SUNSET CAFÉ JAZZ BAND 

JAZZ AT ITS  BEST 
 

PROFESSIONAL MUSICIA NS PLAYING GREAT MUS IC 
SEE PAGE 9 FOR DETAILS OF ALL WHO ARE PERFORMING 

Date: Friday 22nd October Venue: Fenwick Church Hall 

Time: 8.00pm ï 11.00pm  (Doors open at 7.30pm) 

Tickets: £10 (Including Buffet) 

Tickets are available from Sheila 01560 600097 or Leona 07901713418 

Bring your own beer, wine or soft drinks. 

Donations of raffle prizes will be gratefully accepted. 

 

Hanging Baskets 
 

The hanging baskets will soon be taken down now that summer is sadly almost 

over. Unfortunately this year there were difficulties in watering all of them. In 

previous years this task has been kindly carried out by Ronnie Andrew and the 

time and effort that he voluntarily gave to doing this was evident by the 

outstanding flowering displays we all enjoyed. Weôre sure the whole village 

greatly appreciated this and would like to express their gratitude and thanks 

to Ronnie for carrying this out over the years. 

The Fenwick Community Association would like to now invite villagers to 

volunteer to water the hanging baskets for next year. (Please note that watering of 

baskets is at your own risk). 

It is recognised that currently many of the baskets are quite high and this was the 

major factor for those attempting to water them this year.  Therefore when taking 

the baskets down the brackets shall be lowered or indeed moved to different lamp 

posts, to suit those who volunteer to water them next year. If you are able and 

would like to volunteer please either respond to this request using the S1 Fenwick 

Website by ñAdding Your Commentò and advising the Lamp Post number or 

location, or contact: Sheila on 01560 600097. 

 

Due to the expense of providing the hanging baskets, if volunteers are not 

forthcoming and baskets are not watered then they will not be provided next 

year. 
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MIRAGE HAIR SALON 
93A Main Road Fenwick 

                                      Telephone: 01560 600888 
           PRICE LIST     FULL   OAP 

 Blow Dry/Set    £14.00                 £12.00  

 Cut and Blow Dry    £22.00  £19.00 

 or Cut S/Set          (long hair extra) £19.00 

 Highlights (Cap)    £35.00  £30.00 

 Foils (from)               £40.00  £35.00 

 Foils ï 2 colours    £45.00  £38.00 

 Tint      £39.00  £34.00 

 Regrowth    £35.00  £30.00 

 Semi Permanent colour   £30.00  £26.00   

                                 Perm    £36.00  £31.00 

   Dry Trim     £8.00                       £7.00 

   Shampoo Trim    £9.50                       £8.50    

   Children - Dry Cut    £7.00            

   Gents ï Dry Cut     £7.00   

                  

                 CLOSED   Monday 

                    OPEN     Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday ï 9.30am to 5.30pm 

                                                   Thursday 9.30am to 7pm 

                                                   Saturday 9am to 2pm 
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Fenwick church guild  

Fenwick Church Guild members are invited to John Knox Guild 

Stewarton to join with them in celebrating their  50
th
 Anniversary on 

Tuesday 19 October. There will be a concert by the Ceilidh Band and 

friends in the church at 7..30pm followed by tea in the hall, Any Fenwick 

Guild members who wish to go should contact Babs Aitken or any of the 

committee members and we will try to arrange transport. 
 

Irvine & Kilmarnock Presbyterial Council Project Meeting will be 

held on Monday 4 October in St.Andrewôs and St. Marnockôs Church Hall 

at 1.30pm for 2pm. The speaker will be a representative from Cross Reach 

Social Care Council ñOn the other sideò. Please note change of venue. 
 

On Wednesday 20 October the Autumn Council Meeting will be held 

in the Howard Centre at 7pm. The speaker will be Revd George Lind.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

There will be a bookstall. 
 

At our next meeting on Tuesday 26 October in the small church hall 

at 7.30pm Cathie Mills (better known to some of you as Catherine McKie) 

will talk about Nursery Rhymes, their origin and meanings. There will be a 

Food Only sales table the proceeds of which will be given to Cathie for 

Cancer Support. 

 

FENWICK CHURCH GARDEN CLUB  
 

The Garden Club met on 16
th
 September, when the speaker was Mr. Roger 

Griffith from the Scottish Wildlife Trust. He gave a most fascinating talk on the 

subject of plant galls, a subject that we knew very little about! Mr. Griffith then 

ably answered the many questions from members. 

The competition, judged by Mr Griffith, was for a foliage pot plant. The winner 

was Daphne McCaffer; second was Norma Barr and third was Daphne McCaffer. 

Mrs. Eileen Mitchell gave a comprehensive vote of thanks. 

The President Mrs Taylor reminded members that the November meeting 

(Thursday 25
th
) would be a social evening, where there would be a demonstration 

of flower arranging by óKirstieôs of Troonô .  There will be a snack supper and the 

price of the ticket includes free raffle tickets. Tickets are available now from 

committee members (£5 each) and members are invited to bring a friend. 

The October meeting is on Thursday 21
st
. Mr. Sinclair Williamson will give a talk 

on óGarden Designô. Competition: Winter Wonderland (photo or picture). 

Contact Irene Couper (01560 600520) for further details 
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                DRIVES-REVIVED! 
Also Block paving, slabs, patios, decking!  

High pressure rotary washed. Weeds and 

slippery moss removed. Drives re -sanded and 

sealed (optional). Slippery algae on decking 

removed and then treated. Quicker and more 

effective than ordinary pressure washing.  

Contact: Pat Douglas  
01560 485235        Mob: 07702 091398  
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RURAL ROUND-UP 
 

President  Margaret Dykes welcomed a good turnout to the September meeting of 

FENWICK  SWRI  with a special mention for the members who had been ill at home or  

in hospital during the summer break. 

Margaret congratulated members who had been successful at various shows throughout 

the summer. 

Steven Miller from Sainsburyôs Prestwick gave a talk and explained the system of colour 

coding indicating healthy eating and then invited members to ñtaste and tryò the various 

foodstuffs which were greatly enjoyed by the members. 

Steven  judged the competitions with the following results ï  

             Single bloom: 1 Norma Barr, 2 Greta Morton  3 Janet Leitch.               

Quiche: 1 Edith Muirhead, 2 Nan Tivendale 3 Flo Oliver  

Intimation was made of various future events. Further details from Norma Barr. 

Martha Speirs proposed a vote of thanks to everyone who had participated in what was a 

very busy evening. 

The next meeting will be in Fenwick Church Hall on Thursday, October 14 when Mrs 

Ruby Weir will give a demonstration of beadwork.  Competitions are (points) an article 

in cross stitch and (prize) Favourite necklace. There will also be the first of this sessionôs 

competitions for the Sylvia McCutcheon Memorial Rosebowl ï 3 oven scones. 

On Friday 29  October the childrenôs Fancy Dress Halloweôen Party will be held in the 

church hall at 7.30pm 

 

On Monday 6 September, President Moira Young welcomed members of MOSCOW 

RURAL  to the first meeting of the new session in the Hogg Hall Galston. Moira 

congratulated the ladies who won the Millbrae Trophy at Ayr Flower Show also members 

who were placed at local shows. 

Mary Montgomerie and her friend Jane judged the competitions resulting in: 

      Pillbox: 1 Catherine Barr 2 Anne Borthwick, 3 Myra Seton. 

      3 Crumpets 1 Anne Mitchell (GL) 2 Mary Smith , 3 Moira Young. 

Mary Montgomerie assisted by Jane gave a very enjoyable demonstration entitled 

Cooking for One. Recipes many will try! 

Hostesses  Catherine Barr and Lily Watson provided a welcome cuppa.. 

The annual catered whist drive is on Friday 8 October. Anyone wishing to take a table 

please phone Catherine on 01560700283 

On 13 September.President Moira Young welcomed a large company of members and 

friends to Moscow's annual coffee evening in aid of Guide Dogs for the Blind in Fenwick 

Church Hall. 

Moira presented Mr Blackwood, who was accompanied by his guide dog, with a cheque 

for £1000.  Mr Blackwood thanked the rural on behalf of Guide Dogs for the Blind. After 

the raffle was drawn Myra Seton proposed the vote of thanks. 

The next meeting is on the 4 October entitled ñMince to Ministryò a talk by Rev Catherine 

Beattie in the Hogg Hall Galston. 
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Guides 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Fenwick Guides started after the summer break on Wednesday 25 

August 2010.  Starting time has changed to 7.45pm finishing at 9.15pm.  

New members are welcome.  For more details contact Unit Leader, Mary 

Dunlop on 07735833937 or e-mail fenwickguides2008@hotmail.com 

  

 

Unit Leader, Mary Dunlop, is joining 4 other Ayrshire North Leaders to 

Walk the West Highland Way (plus 4 miles to make 100 miles) as part of 

the Centenary Challenge, Adventure 100 to raise money for a new 

Brownie/Guide Activity Centre in Ayrshire North.  If you would like to 

sponsor us please contact Mary on the number above or go to 

www.justgiving.com/adventure100miles  
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Calling all former Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, 

and Leaders ð come and help us celebrate the 

Centenary Finale in s tyle!  

1st  Fenwick Rainbows & Brownies would like to invite all former Rainbows, Brownie, Guides 

and Leaders to join them on 20 th  October to celebrate the end of Girlguiding UKõs 

Centenary year!  

For more inf ormation and your free invitation, please contact Alanna on 07792 - 633 - 033  

http://uk.mc867.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=fenwickguides2008@hotmail.com
http://www.justgiving.com/adventure100miles


DROP-IN 2010 
 
On Thursday, September 2, the regulars from the Drop-in cafe spent a most 

enjoyable afternoon at Nurseries Direct. The sun was shining and everyone 

enjoyed a delicious afternoon tea and a browse in the well stocked gift shop and 

the garden centre.   

The final meeting of the Drop-in Cafe for this year took place on Thursday, 

September  9. There was a good turnout and Jean, Frank and of course, Hearing 

Dog Bobby were there to collect a donation for the Hearing Dogs. A donation has 

also been sent to Robin, the Childrenôs Hospice as those were the chosen charities 

for this year. A ñthank youò gift and flowers were also given to Frances Gibson 

for all her hard work not only in arranging the outing the previous week but also 

organising all the Thursday afternoon catering and transport throughout the 

summer. As always, Frances had a little gift for all the regulars ï on this occasion 

some tablet or chutney. These little gifts were very much appreciated. 

Once again the Drop-in had a very successful summer season with record 

attendances and a very varied age range (from a baby in a pram to 90 plus) and 

not just Fenwick folk but visitors from as far away as Canada!! 

 

FULTON CLUB ï VOLUNTEER DRIVERS  

 
The Fulton Club is a club for the over-60ôs in the village. We meet on Wednesday 

afternoons (2 ï 4pm) in the Fulton Hall. Some of our members are not  able these 

days to make it to the Fulton Hall under their own steam, and we would really 

appreciate some help in transporting people to and from the club. 

It wouldnôt have to be every Wednesday, any time you can give would be a great 

help.  

Please contact Dorothy Baillie (01560600340) or Irene Couper (01560600520) 

 

Save Fenwick Guides!! 
 

Due to low numbers Fenwick Guides are at risk of being closed again. Any 

girl aged between 10 & 14 can join.  The activities are planned round what 

you want to do so why sit around at home bored come to guides where you 

can have fun learning new skills and have supervised holiday opportunities 

without your parents.  If you are interested contact Unit Leader for more 

details Mobile: 07738533937 or E-mail: fenwickguides2008@hotmail.com 
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THE BIBLE SAYSéé 
 

For all negative things we have to say to ourselves, God has positive 

answers 

 

You say: Itôs impossible 

GOD says: All things are possible  Luke 18:27 

 

You say: Iôm too tired 

GOD says: I will give you rest           Mathew 11:28-30 

 

You say: Nobody really loves me 

GOD says: I love you    John 3:16&John 13:34 

 

You say: I canôt go on 

GOD says: My grace is sufficient       2 Corinthians 12:9 & Psalm 91:15 

 

 

The Great Renewal 
 

If all the sleeping folk would wake up 

All the lukewarm folk warm up, 

All the crooked folk straighten up,  

All the depressed folk cheer up, 

All the estranged folk make up,  

All the gossip-folk shut up, 

All the dry bones shake up, 

All true believers stand up, 

All church members show up, 

To honour Him who was lifted up, 

Then we would have the Worldôs greatest 

    

Renewal 
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