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THE COVENANTER September 2011  
 

CHURCH SERVICES ï SUNDAYS 10.30am 

JUNIOR CHURCH and Ycam ï 10.30am 
 

MINISTER: Rev Geoff Redmayne BSc. B.D., M.Phil, the Manse, 

 2 Kirkton Place, Fenwick   KA3 6DW  Telephone 01560 600217 

 E-mail : gredmayne@btinternet.com  

 

Session Clerk: Mrs Nora Shanks,12Skernieland Rd, Fenwick Telephone: 

01560 600202 

 

Gift Aid/Freewill Offerings:  Mr A.Crosbie Telephone: 01560 322229 
 4 Campbell Street, Darvel, KA17 0DA Email:fawltytowersdarvel@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Church Treasurer:  Ruth Ford, Arisaig, 5 Portree Avenue, Kilmarnock.  

Telephone: 01563 551928. Email ruthhford@msn.com 

 

Roll Keeper: Ruth Ford, Arisaig, 5 Portree Avenue, Kilmarnock.  

Telephone:01563 551928. email ruthhford@msn.com  

 

Organist: Vacancy  

 

The Covenanter: 
 

Production/Distribution:  Jean Bowes, 2 Rysland Drive Fenwick 

Telephone: 01560600259 

Convener/ Advertising: Bill McNab, Avrilea, Kingsford, Stewarton. KA3 

5JS Telephone 01560 482468 Email william.mcnab@btinternet.com 
 

All copy for the magazine should be received at least two weeks before the 

first Sunday of the publication month. 
The Covenanter can now be found on the internet at www.covenanter.co.uk  
 

 

Fenwick Parish Church (Church of Scotland) Registered Scottish Charity No SC010062 
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New Zealand Bound ! 
 

As this magazine is distributed around the Parish it will be just about two weeks 

until I set sail for New Zealand!  That might sound like I am emigrating, I am not! 

I will be back! In truth I am flying not sailing, the journey is long enough by 

modern jet. 
 

Many of you will already have heard about the trip but I thought it was time that I 

brought the Parish as a whole up to date. 
 

Back at the beginning of February I was contacted by ENGAGE (New Zealand) 

through the offices of SCORE (Chaplains in Sport) about becoming part of a team 

of Chaplains for the Rugby World Cup which takes place this September and 

October.  ENGAGE is an inter-denominational coalition of New Zealand 

Churches that have come together to offer a variety of ministries around the 

Rugby World Cup. One of their ambitions was to offer a chaplain to each of the 

20 National Squads taking part in the event.  My role from the outset was to be 

attached to the Scotland Squad.  I was flattered to be asked and more than a little 

interested though I had apprehensions as well. There was no funding attached to 

the invitation and two full months seemed to be a long time away from the family. 
 

My reservations were eased when first the time commitment required of myself 

dropped from two months to one. Secondly the Church of Scotland granted me 

Study Leave for the trip which came with enough funding to cover the major 

expense of flights.  The granting of Study Leave was far from certain at the time 

of application so I took that approval as a fairly positive indication that I was 

supposed to be going.  Some might say that the call was the sound of rugby 

during a major event though as I have tested the waters I have sensed Godôs call 

to service.  It really is a privilege to be heading to New Zealand at the request of 

the churches there to be part of the first Chaplaincy Team at a Rugby World Cup. 

The rest of the funding came in from Fenwick Parish Church, Lochgoin & 

Fenwick Covenanterôs Trust and from a few individuals.  I truly am grateful for 

all the support I have received without it I simply would not be going! 
 

So what might the role of a chaplain be?  Essentially I will be there to offer 

pastoral support to members of the Scotland squad, management team and their 

families.  That might be as simple as helping someone put what seems like a large 

issue into perspective or it may be about providing support through a very real 

crisis.  Just like the work of a Parish Minister you never know what work the next 

day will bring.  I have said to one or two folk that I might end up drinking a lot of 

coffee and not getting to speak to any players or do anything constructive!  Notice 

I havenôt said ñwatch a lot of rugbyò ï I havenôt even got a ticket for a game yet! 



That said I am sure I will be doing a lot more than that it is just that the daily 

agenda will set itself. 
 

Apart from making myself available as Chaplain I will also be interacting with 

New Zealand Churches and some of the events that they will be hosting around 

the Rugby World Cup. I am very much looking forward to that too. 
 

I plan to be blogging while I am out in New Zealand though the frequency of blog 

will depend on internet access.  You can follow that at 

fenwickminister.blogspot.com.  I will also be posting to Facebook so you can add 

me as friend, Facebook.com/Geoff.Redmayne, if you prefer. 
 

My next ñPastoral Letterò will also come from New Zealand so more next month. 
 

Blessings 
 

Geoff Redmayne  

 

Parish Register June ï August 2011  

 

Baptisms  
 

13th Aug Hamish Grant, son of Scott & Karen Grant, Kirkton 
Road, Fenwick 

28th Aug Connor Gowdie, son of Gemma Sheed & Craig Gowdie, 
Bridgend, Stewarton 

Weddings  
 

26th Aug Laura Nugent & Colin McInnes, both Anniesland, 
Glasgow 
 
Funerals  
 
23rd June Bert McDowall, Poles Road, Fenwick 
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Back to Church Sunday  
What is it all about?  
 
Back to Church is looming close on Sunday 25th September. So what is it 
all about?   
 
It is all in the name! Back to Church Sunday is about getting back to 
church, as individuals and as a community.  On that particular Sunday the 
good folk of the Kirk will be extending invitations to friends, neighbou rs, 
colleagues, family and acquaintances to come and sample (or resample) 
church for themselves.  The invitation is of course always there Sunday by 
Sunday to come along and see what happens in Church but perhaps that 
invitation is not as visible as it could be.  Apart from that some folk are 
reticent about stepping foot across threshold of the church, simply 
because they are not sure what they will find inside!  If that is you then 
regard Sunday 25th September as an ñOpen Dayò.  Come as you are to 
observe and to participate.  I am more than confident that you will find 
that we donôt bite! 
 
Back to Church Sunday is also for you if for one reason or another you 
have disconnected from the church over the years. Folk stop coming to 
church for a variety of reasons and while they wish to get back into the 
habit they are unsure of what there reception might be.  Firstly I can 
assure you that we are well past the days of the whispered ñWell look at 
him, not been to Church for donkeys years, fancy turning up out  of the 
blue!ò  I doubt if Church folk have ever been like that but it the very 
thought of that whispered accusation that keeps a lot of folk away.  Well 
come 25th September I expect there to be lots of people like yourself, so if 
the gossips did exist they would be too busy talking about everybody else 
to get around to you!  
 
Sunday by Sunday a warm welcome awaits folk of all ages at morning 
worship in Fenwick.  On Back to Church Sunday we will be placing a little 
extra emphasis on welcoming you so simply come along: Sunday 25th 
September 2011, Fenwick Parish Church, 10.30am.   
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ALLAN ELECTRICAL SE RVICES  

(NEWMILNS) LIMITED  

INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC  

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING  

1A HIGH STREET, NEWMILNS KA16 9EE  

(WORKSHOP AND OFFICE )  

Telephone 01560 322161 
Fax : 01560 323178                                 

Mobile:  

07971432088 or 07762765609 
 
email: allan9946@aol.com 

 

     GORDONôS              General store 
      96 Main Road, Fenwick            Tel:01560 600418 

             For All Daily Newspapers and General Groceries 

                               PLUS  +  PLUS  +  PLUS 

GORDONôS EXTRA SPECIAL ï FRESHLY MADE        

        FILLED ROLLS         
                             BUY THEM ï TRY THEM ï THEYôRE GREAT  
 

       ONCE TASTED YOUôLL BE SINGING  THEIR  PRAISESé 
          éIF ITôS NO A GORDONôS ITôS NO GOOD FOR ME  

IF  YOU WISH,  CALL  US ï THE  ROLLS  WILL  BE READY  WHEN  YOU WANT  THEM  

 

OPENING HOURS---- MON-WED   7AM -1.30PM 

              THURSDAY  7AM -1.30PM---2.30PM-4.30PM 

              FRIDAY          7AM -1.30PM 

              SATURDAY  7AM -12NOON  
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Doors Open Day 
 

Fenwick Parish Church 
 

Sunday 4th September morning worship 10.30 to 11.30 

 2pm to 5pm Open Day All Welcome to both 

 

Built in1643 in the shape of a Greek cross with arms of equal length. The 

Church features include outside stair to Rowallan loft with coat of arms of 

the Mures of Rowallan above the door, crow stepped gabbles and "the 

jougs" on the side wall and walled Kirk yard with several notable graves 

and monuments to the covenanters and the Rev. Guthrie. Artifacts inside 

include the battle flag of the Fenwick Covenanters, Captain Patonôs Bible, 

Embroidered mural to mark the 350th birthday of Fenwick Kirk, 

Cameronianôs Pipe Banner and "sermon" egg timer which is still in use at 

all services today. 

 This Kirk also witnessed the signing of the original charter of the Fenwick 

Weavers when they founded the worldôs first C0-operative and Credit 

Union. 

 

Fenwick Church Guild 
 

The first meeting of the 2011/12 session will take place on the 27
th
 

September at 7.30pm 

This will be a friendship meeting with supper and entertainment when 

members from several surrounding guilds will join us. 

Anyone who would like to come along will be made most welcome 
 

Bert McDowall 
 

Duncan, Louise and family would like to thank all friends and neighbours 

for the lovely cards, flowers and expressions of sympathy following Bertôs 

death. 

Thanks to everyone who visited Bert both in Crosshouse and Kirklandside, 

and to all who came to pay their respects on Thursday 23
rd

 June. 
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NORTH GLASSOCK    

BOARDING KENNELS AND CATTERY  
 

BY FENWICK KA3 6ER ï TELEPHONE 01560 600246 

(just off theA77 on the road to Waterside) 

 

GEORGE LESLIE, B.V.M.S, M.R.C.V.S. 
NANCY LESLIE 
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A Special Event 
 

On Palm Sunday this year we had a joyous service of celebration and 

praise. During it we heard the remarkable little poem Dust if you Must, 

which is about enjoying life and worrying less about chores that get in the 

way of that. It has a wee sting at the end. 

 

Geoff has asked for a service built around the poem. It's on 18/9 and is 

already well planned. There will be a connection with Martha and Mary. 

 

It will be nothing like a normal service so don't come if you like routine. 

Do come if you like music, recitals, pictures, mini drama, readings, very 

short talks and especially if you like to participate in worship. There will 

only be one worship presentation of this theme! 

 
John Macmillan 

 

Babs Aitken 
 

I would like to say ñthank youò to everyone who has been involved in my 

health care during several spells in hospital since February ï the 

paramedics, doctors,  

surgeons and nurses ï also doctors and others at the London Road Surgery  

and the girls at the pharmacy who provide and deliver my medication. 

I am also grateful to the members of my family who have and are giving 

me  

constant support and all the friends who continue to visit, especially those 

who  

take me out, those who are just a phone call away in an emergency and my 

daily  

carers, who have become friends! 

Thanks too for all the gifts and flowers. 

There are others too numerous to mention but my sincere thanks to you all. 

 
Babs Aitken 
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MIRAGE HAIR SALON 
93A Main Road Fenwick 

                                      Telephone: 01560 600888 
           PRICE LIST     FULL   OAP 

 Blow Dry/Set    £14.00                 £12.00  

 Cut and Blow Dry    £22.00  £19.00 

 or Cut S/Set          (long hair extra) £19.00 

 Highlights (Cap)    £35.00  £30.00 

 Foils (from)               £40.00  £35.00 

 Foils ï 2 colours    £45.00  £38.00 

 Tint      £39.00  £34.00 

 Regrowth    £35.00  £30.00 

 Semi Permanent colour   £30.00  £26.00   

                                 Perm    £36.00  £31.00 

   Dry Trim     £8.00                       £7.00 

   Shampoo Trim    £9.50                       £8.50    

   Children - Dry Cut    £7.00            

   Gents ï Dry Cut     £7.00   

                  

                 CLOSED   Monday 

                    OPEN     Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday ï 9.30am to 5.30pm 

                                                   Thursday 9.30am to 7pm 

                                                   Saturday 9am to 2pm 

 
 

SUNNYSIDE        
Cottage Garden Nurseries 

Moscow   KA3 6HY Tel ς 01560 700678 
Bedding Plants, Filled Baskets and Containers 
Ready now, or bring your own to be refilled 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ /hb¢!Lb9w{ ŀƴŘ /hath{¢ 

now in stock 

Visit our new grow your own area for 
Seed Potatoes, Seeds, and Fruit Bushes 
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Bill and the Elder 
 

His name is Bill. He has wild hair, wears a T shirt with holes in it, jeans and no 

shoes. His feet are filthy. This was literally his wardrobe for 4 years at college. He 

is brilliant. Esoteric and very bright. He became a Christian while attending 

college. Across the street from the campus is a well dressed, very conservative, 

long established church. One day Bill decides to go there. He doesn't know when 

the service starts and he must have been at least half an hour late. He's dressed as 

he always is, a right mess. The church is packed with no sign of a free seat and he 

starts down the aisle looking for one. 

 

He can't find one. The sermon is about to start and the church has gone quiet. He's 

near the front. By now people are beginning to feel very uncomfortable but no-

one says anything. Bill gets closer and closer to the pulpit and when he realizes 

that there are no seats, he just squats down on the carpet. Although perhaps ok in 

the college lounge, this had never happened in the church before. 

 

By now everyone is really uptight and the tension is palpable. About then, the 

Minister realizes that from way at the back of the church, an Elder is slowly 

making his way towards Bill. The Elder is in his 80s, has silvery grey hair, a three 

piece suit, collar and tie and the gold watch chain he got for his 21st. He walks 

with a cane. He's immaculate. He's a Godly man, very elegant, very dignified, and 

very courtly. Everyone is saying to themselves that you can't blame him for what 

he is about to do. How can you expect a man of his age and background to 

tolerate an unkempt college kid? 

 

It takes a long time for the elderly man to reach the front. The Church is utterly 

silent except for the clicking of the cane. All eyes are focused on the two men. 

You can't even hear breathing. The Minister can't even start to preach until the 

Elder does what he has to do. 

 

Then the Elder drops his cane on the floor and with great difficulty he lowers 

himself and sits down beside Bill and worships with him so he won't be alone. 

 

When the Minister speaks he says: What I am about to preach you will never 

remember, but what you have just seen you will never forget. Be careful how you 

live. You may be the only Bible some people will ever read. 

 
John Macmillan 
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                DRIVES-REVIVED! 
Also Block paving, slabs, patios, decking!  

High pressure rotary washed. Weeds and 

slippery moss removed. Drives re -sanded and 

sealed (optional). Slippery algae on decking 

removed and then treated. Quicker and more 

effective than ordinary pressure washing.  

Contact: Pat Douglas  
01560 485235        Mo b: 07702 091398  
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The Fenwick Hotel  
 

Hotel - Bar - Functions - Restaurant 
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Remember our exciting 2 courses for £9.95 offer as 

well as our scrumptious carvery for only 

 £7.50per adult / £3.95per child 

Join us for our next curry night on the 7
th

 October  

3courses for only £9.95per person 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our restaurant is open daily  

from 12noon until 9.00pm 

Our pub is open daily  

from 11.00am (12noon on a Sunday) 

 

We are delighted to announce we are now taking 

bookings for Christmas and Hogmanay.  

For details please visit our website or request a 

brochure. 
 

For more information or to book a table 

please call us on 01560 600478  

 



 Fenwick Community Council 
 

An extraordinary meeting of Fenwick Community Council was held on 

Wednesday 2 August attended by approximately 200 angry villagers 

concerned about an amended planning application by Mansell Homes for a 

massive development for 65 houses at Skernieland Road. 

 Complaints were received regarding issues such as the impact a huge 

influx of people would have on the village and particularly an extra 170 - 

203 extra vehicles (builders figures) using the narrow Skernieland Road 

there being no other access to the site not to mention the disruption caused 

by huge lorries using the roadway during the building process. 

 However it was pointed out by the Chairman John McFadzean that the 

traffic impact had not been addressed by the builders and other breaches of 

planning law and the local plan were apparent. Local objections to the 

original application totalled 600 plus and it is expected that a similar 

number will object to the amended plan despite the fact that the application 

has been made suspiciously in the middle of the holiday season and 

objections have to reach East Ayrshire Council by 20 August. 

 

FENWICK GARDEN CLUB  

 

The Garden Club held its Annual Flower and Produce Show on Thursday 

18
th
 August. 

Although attendance figures were low, the number and quality of entries to 

the competitions was really outstanding. 

The winner of the Isabel Bowes Trophy for most points gained in all the 

classes was Aileen Dalrymple (24 points); joint second were Daphne 

McCaffer and Jean Taylor (13 points) and third was Mary Speirs (7 

points). 

The club starts off the new season on Thursday September 15
th
 (7.30pm in 

the Church Hall). The speaker is James McMaster who will talk about 

óDelphiniumsô. The competition is a Fresh Flower Arrangement in a 

Basket. 
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                           H A R V E S T                                                                                           

 

 Community Supper - Pies, Peas & Pudding will be held in the Church Hall on 

Saturday 1st October at 7pm.   This will be a family fun evening for all of the 

Community, with supper, a Beetle Drive and a Quiz.   The Beetle Drive will for 

all children - large and small, while the Quiz will be for adults - large and small.   

A "crèche" will be available in the Small Hall for those members of the family 

who may not want to participate in the Quiz. 

Tickets priced Adults - £6; Children - £3; Family ticket (2 adults/2 children) - £15 

The primary recipient of monies raised this year will be the people of Africa 

(Kenya) who are suffering because of the drought. 

Harvest Thanksgiving Service - All age worship Service on Sunday 

 2nd October at 10.30am.  There are 2 options of how you would like to 

contribute to our Harvest Thanksgiving.   1) Donations of house plants, or 

flowers, which will be distributed to the elderly and housebound throughout the 

Community; 2) Donations of dried goods eg. rice, pasta, soup mixture or tinned 

foods, which will be given to Allies who support, and provide meals, 

for the homeless in Kilmarnock area.  

Donations of plants, or flowers, can be handed in to Pat Parkin and her 

team at the Church on Saturday 1st October between 10am and 12 

noon, or alternatively left on Pat's doorstep.   Donations of dried/tinned foods can 

also be handed into Church on Saturday 1st between 10 and 12 noon, or brought 

along to the Service on Sunday morning.                                                                                                            

Minister Visits/Prayer Chain 
If you know of anyone who is in hospital, or someone who would benefit from a 

home visit from Geoff, or if you know of someone whom you would like the 

Prayer Chain to include in their prayers, please complete the card in Church and 

place it in the box on the welcome table. Alternatively contact Geoff (for visits), 

or Shona Crosbie (for prayer chain) directly. All requests will be dealt with 

appropriately and sensitively. 

Prayer Rota 
If you would like your name to be added to the Prayer Rota to be involved in 

leading prayers for others during Morning Worship, please speak to Shona 

Crosbie or contact her on 01560 322229, or e-mail 

fawltytowersdarvel@yahoo.co.uk 

Favourite Hymns and Readings 
If you have a favourite Hymn or Bible Reading, it would be great if you could add 

them to the list on the welcome table. It would be valuable to know of favourites 

for our Back to Church Sunday Service on 25th September, 2011 
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